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THERE has been a suggestion, put forward by the Joint Committee Against Racialism, 
that the police should form specialist units to monitor and investigate the spread of racist 
attacks. The JCAR is convinced from its survey of racial violence that top priority must be 
given to dealing with all kinds of physical attacks on black people, and that there should be 
‘dedicated units’ of police who are not involved with any other subjects. 

While Searchlight welcomes any such proposals to deal with and prevent racist violence, 
especially those which recognise racial violence as a particular kind of crime, the idea of 
anti-racist police units strikes us as a highly utopian and somewhat unlikely one in the pre- 
sent circumstances. There is already a specialised unit which is supposed to investigate peo- 
ple who organise terror attacks — it’s called the anti-terrorist squad. When we contacted 
the ATS to ask what information they had on Alibrandi, the wanted Italian fascist, we 
were told that they had not heard of Searchlight, nor did they know if he was in the coun- 
try. Clearly they were not willing to talk on the telephone, but this does not explain why 
they have not tried to question leading members of the League of St George who have been 
proved to be heavily involved in hiding fascists on the run from Europe. 

There are plenty of examples of police disinterest in the activities of the far right which 
Searchlight has drawn attention to over the years. But there are other reasons to be scep- 
tical about the effectiveness of specialised police units. There is existing legislation that 
makes incitement to racial hatred illegal, yet it is hardly ever used. The idea does not fully 
recognise the very deep antagonism between black people and the police — mainly as a 
result of police harassment and documented indifference to racist attacks when they are 
reported. What guarantee would there be that an anti-racist police squad would not de- 
mand to see a person’s passport before proceeding with a case? 

While the JCAR’s proposal is not meant to be the only way to begin to deal with racial 
violence, there cannot be any real discussion of the issues without looking beyond the 
police’s role. There is a rapidly worsening climate of racism expressed, for example, by the 
open defence of racism on the right of the Tory party. 

There is also the question of the role of the media. As the attacks on blacks increase in 
number and ferocity, so do the arguments for repatriation creep into our daily newspapers. 
Enoch Powell, a name synonymous with repatriation, had his most recent speeche 
reprinted for him by the Sunday Express (8 November). The Guardian reported briefly this 
same speech, which argues for ‘voluntary assisted repatriation’ but several pages later gave 
Powell space on the Agenda page to air his views on ‘The spectre of a Britain that has lost 
its claim to be a nation’. The New Standard, the London evening paper, carried on the 
same day a long piece arguing that it is Enoch’s sty/e that has discredited that perfectly ac- 
ceptable idea of ‘assisted resettlement’ and that he has ‘‘single handedly made the subject 
unrespectable’’. But it is the piece in the Daily Mail, also on 9 November, that is the most 
significant (see page 15). Called ‘Why all this hypocrisy about race?’, the article serves to 
exacerbate the climate of racism, which must be related to the way in which physical at- 
tacks have spread. Nor can the growth of racism be reversed by a police force which is itself 
implicated in defending racial prejudice. 
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KEY ITALIAN FASCIST 
STILL LOOSE IN LONDON 


THE ONE WHO 
GOT AWAY 


DESPITE the arrest of nine wanted 
Italians in London in September, 
one of Italy’s most dangerous nazi 
terrorists, Alessandro Alibrandi, is 
still on the loose and hiding in Bri- 
tain. Recent reports also suggest 
that four more Italian nazis wanted 
for terrorist offences are holed up 
in London. 


Twenty one year old Alibrandi, the son 
of a judge, has been one of the key figures 
in the recent history of fascist terror in Ita- 
ly. He is currently wanted for involvement 
in the assassination of investigating judge 
Mario Amato, whose enquiries into far- 
right terror were making life uncomfortable 
for Alibrandi and his associates, and who 
was gunned down in a Rome street in June 
1980. Alibrandi is also wanted for the 
murder of left-winger Walter Rossi in Rome 
in 1977; for an arms robbery at the Omni 
Sports gunshop from a barracks in Veneto, 
and for numerous bank robberies. 


Lebanon 


With Amedeo de Francisci and Massimo 
Morsello, two of the nine persons held by 
London police in September, Alibrandi was 
a member of an armed terror group 
organised within FUAN (United Front for 
National Action) — the youth wing of the 
MSI. Both Morsello and de Francisci are 
suspects in the investigation of the 1980 
Bologna railway station outrage. 

It is not clear whether Alibrandi himself 
was involved in that operation, but it is now 
known that immediately after the NAR 
bomb tore apart the station waiting room, 
killing 85 people, he fled from Italy to 
Beirut in the Lebanon where he was a guest 
of the Falangist militia. 

From the Lebanon, Alibrandi came to 
Britain, where he joined Morsello, de Fran- 
cisci, and at least 11 other wanted nazis 
from Italy. In England their safehousing 
was organised through the League of St 
George. 

On 27 February this year, Alibrandi 
broke cover and attended a League of St 
George meeting at the Oak Tree public 
house in Acton, west London. Throughout 
the evening he was accompanied by Steve 





Brady, then the League’s International 
Liaison Officer,.and League Fiihrer Mike 
Griffin. 

Morsello and de Francisci are currently in 
gaol facing extradition proceedings to have 
them returned to Italy to face charges. 
Reports suggest, however, that they, and 
seven others held at the same time, are 
prepared to take appeals as far as the House 
of Lords, and are confident that money will 
be no object. 


Approaches 


Approaches to League of St George 
members to provide sanctuary for these 
people were made originally by recently 
convicted terrorist Max Bollo, an Italian 
living in South Africa. The approach was 
made to Steve Brady and Leicester British 
Movement leader Ray Hill, who was also 
involved in the gun running racket exposed 
in July by World in Action. At least one 
member of the Alibrandi gang, Pasquale 
Belsito, seems to have found refuge in 
South Africa. Another, Stefano Soderini, is 
thought to be hiding in France. Two others, 
whose whereabouts are unknown, are 
Giorgio Cavallini and Francesca Mambro, 
who are suspected of actually having car- 
ried out the Amato killing. 

It has recently become clear, however, 
that Mike Griffin was directly involved in 
the safehousing operation with Brady. and 
Hill. Not only does recent evidence put him 
in Alibrandi’s company at the League 
meeting in Acton, but, as we revealed in 
Searchlight last month, he was the first port 
of call in this country for wanted German 
nazi Willi Kraus. 





Mike Griffin. 











Alessandro Alibrandi. 


OPEN ARMS 
FOR FOREIGN 


VA be 





THE League of St George, clearly not 
embarrassed at recent publicity about 
their links with foreign nazis, have 
again been playing host to visitors 
from abroad. 

Amongst their recent guests was 
notorious Norwegian nazi Erik Blucher, 
previously leader of the Norsk Front, and 
now running the National Peoples Party. 
Blucher, who also visited the League in 
1977, was implicated in a bomb attack on a 
May Day demonstration in Oslo in 1979. 
During his current visit he also addressed a 
meeting of the Worthing branch of the Na- 
tional Front. 

Leading League members have also 
welcomed David Prosser of the New 
Zealand Viking Youth, and Keith Brown, 
the son of S.E.D. Brown, editor of the 
South African Observer, and a veteran 
member of international anti-semitic 


circles. 








‘ ?.. 
Eric Blucher. 





BRITISH 
MOVEMENT RUN 
FOR FREEDOM 


SUNDAY 18 October was the big event. 
The British Movement had declared it a Na- 
tional Freedom Day. They assembled at 
Speakers Corner for the start: 500 assorted 
nazis, skins, psychos and layabouts. The 
absence of the Leader Guard was noticed 
by many of the rank and file present. Even 
allowing for the large number of the Guard 
now serving terms of imprisonment for 








assaults on both public and police, it 
became clear that the rest of them had 
voted with their feet and stayed away. 
Had the news reached them that Ray Hill 
had served BM boss Michael McLaughlin 
with a writ that openly challenges his 
leadership on the grounds that it is illegal? 
The delivery of the writ had not put Super 
Mac in any mood for the long jog ahead. 
Well, whatever the future holds, he was 
keen to make the most of a day geared 
mainly to attacking the police for stopping 
his thug-like followers on a number of oc- 
casions over the last year from handing out 
their vile literature in various parts of the 
country. A recent mass rally in Peter- 


October 17 was supposed to have been National Freedom Day only the police asked BM to 


change it. These boys (above) didn’t get the message in time. 


Anti-fascist 
seriously ill 
after attack 


A LONDON member of the Anti-Nazi 
League is seriously ill in hospital after 
the latest in a series of violent attacks 
directed at anti-fascists in the Islington 
area. 

Pete McLaughlin was one of a group of 
ANL members stewarding a Rock Against 
Racism concert at the Merlin’s Cave in 
Finsbury, north London on 23 October. 
When the gig ended, a number of ANL 
members were making their way home 
when they were attacked in the street by a 
group of skinheads, at least one of whom 
had been at the concert. Seeing that the 
skinheads were armed with knives and bot- 
tles, they ran off, but Pete McLaughlin 
tripped and fell. As he lay on the ground he 
was stabbed through the lung. According to 
doctors, the knife missed his heart by just a 
quarter of an inch. 

Police arrived quickly on the scene and 
made some arrests. The following Monday 
Keith Albert Rowley. appeared in court 
charged with causing grievous bodily harm. 
Despite reservations expressed by the 
magistrate he was granted bail, with the 
police insisting that they had no objections 
to him being freed. 





borough had ended in chaos after only nine 
BM members turned up to be surrounded 
by hundreds of police and a large hostile 
crowd. 

But on this day it looked like the police’s 
patience with the BM rabble had come to an 
end and when the starting whistle blew the 
police set McLaughlin and crew off at a 
pace that made observers think that they 
were either late entrants for the 1981 Lon- 
don Marathon or early ones for next year’s 
race. Glue sniffing and other anti-social 
habits of BM’s young skins are not the best 
way to train for such events, and after 
several miles and fifty-four minutes they ar- 
rived at Temple Station on the Embank- 
ment with their motley ranks reduced to a 
mere 200. 

But it was to be disaster after disaster. 
Somebody had mislaid or forgotten the 
loud speakers and the BM boss was reduced 
to an eight-minute tirade of hate, directed 
mainly at the police, before being asked 
rather impolitely by the officers in charge to 
get on his bike and clear off. 

Despite claims by this misguided 
megalomaniac that he had 2,500 present, he 
was not fooling his own tired and increas- 
ingly disgruntled membership. For former 
nazi boss Colin Jordan, revenge against his 
usurper seems close at hand, as he 
manipulates Ray Hill and others in BM 
towards leadership and the ruin of Michael 
McLaughlin. 

Two weeks later the BM tried to hold a 
march through Oldham but were banned at 
the last minute on public order grounds. 
However McLaughlin attempted to defy the 
ban, but ran off possibly a little fitter from 
his jog round London, when police arrested 
some of his members also trying to march. 








RACIST 


A Nigerian man who was stabbed in an incident 
earlier this year and his wife were made homeless 
when racists vandalised their flat. Police called to 
the scene said every room had been systematical- 
ly ransacked, pillows and cushions had been rip- 
ped and many valuable items had been stolen. 
Racist slogans were daubed on the walls and 
local police are considering that the attack had 
racial undertones. (Dunstable Gazette 15.10.81.) 


West Drayton 


Two youths appeared in court charged with of- 
fences arising out of an incident last year when a 
gang of 20 white youths attacked three Indian 
men whose car had broken down. One of the vic- 
tims was found unconscious on the pavement 
and in danger of asphyxiation because when 
police turned him over, blood poured from his 
mouth, and another was hit by a passing car 
when he stumbled into the road after being kick- 
ed and punched. The two youths concerned had 
a number of previous convictions but were 
sentenced to nine months jail suspended for two 
years and ordered to pay compensation to their 
victims. Judge Derek Clarkson told them: ‘‘This 
was a wicked and criminal thing to do. What 
saves you from serious punishment is that you 
did not do what others involved undoubtedly did 
— meet the police with a wall of silence. You 
owned up to what you did.’’ (Hillingdon Mirror 
20.10.81.) 


Southampton 


A group calling themselves the Militant Na- 
tionalist Alliance attacked Southampton CRC 
headquarters smashing windows and causing 
about £300 worth of damage. Racist leaflets and 
stickers were also left and it is believed that the 
same group were responsible for a similar attack 
on a left-wing bookshop. After the attacks local 
community leaders warned that black people in 
the area would have to form self-defence groups 
if such attacks were repeated. (Southern Evening 
Echo 21.10.81.) 


Manchester 


Waiters and kitchen staff of the Hilal Indian 
restaurant armed themselves with an assortment 
of cooking utensils when a fight broke out 
because of racist remarks made by two white 
men. The two culprits pleaded guilty to threaten- 
ing, abusive and insulting behaviour and were 
given three-month jail sentences suspended for 
two years. (Manchester Evening News 16.10.81.) 


Sheffield 


Gravestones were knocked over and smashed 
and racist slogans daubed when vandals caused 
hundreds of pounds worth of damage to a Jewish 
graveyard. (The Star 12.10.81.) 


Horley 


Racial violence would not be tolerated in the area 
and those who attempted to engage in it could ex- 
pect very harsh treatment from the courts, warn- 
ed a magistrate at Reigate. The court was told 
that 19 year old Michael Carey adopted an ag- 
gressive stance when he saw an Asian man and 
his teenage son and another Asian man in the 
street. Carey punched both men in the face and 
ran off towards the town centre where he was ar- 
rested by police. He was fined £150, bound over 
for a year and ordered to pay compensation. 
(Crawley Advertiser 16.10.81.) 





ATTACKS, TERROR & ARSON 


Walsall 


Three youths who followed two Asian men to 
their home and threw a hail of missiles at them 
walked free from Dudley Crown court. Judge 
John Evans QC said he was doubtful if he was 
doing the right thing in giving the youths a condi- 


motivated attacks primarily on Edinburgh hous- 
ing estates. Mr Dik Mehta, chairman of the 
council, commented that government policies 
were creating a climate in which violence was 
seen to be a legitimate weapon and that black 
people were increasingly becoming scapegoats 


tional discharge. The attack happened in opt A i Country's" Wis.’ "¢ine® Scotsman 
December last year and the judge said a lot of Sehr 

time had passed since then and the youths seem- 

ed to be reformed characters. He told the youths 

they were very lucky but commented that his St. Albans 


hands were tied by the fact that there were so few 
methods of disposal open to him for dealing with 
young people. (Sandwell Evening Mail 16.10.81.) 


A Bangladesh-born consultant at St. Albans City 
Hospital is considering moving his family from 
the area after their home became the target for 
racial attacks. A window was broken and anti- 
black slogans were painted on the front garden 
walls and on a phone box visible from the house. 
(Herts Advertiser 16.10.81.) 


Edinburgh 


The annual report of the Lothian CRC has ex- 
pressed concern over the increase in racially 





Daraz Miah. Chi Chan/East End News. 


A TWELVE year old Asian boy was badly beaten up by older white school pupils 
on his fourth day at a new school in the East End of London. Daraz Miah, from 
Stepney Green, whose parents were both born in Bangladesh, was dragged into 
the toilets by several fourth and fifth formers at Sir John Cass School, Stepney. 
He was kicked, beaten and left semi-conscious in a pool of blood. Later, he was 
taken to the London Hospital suffering from severe bruising and swelling to his 
upper body, a broken nose, three broken teeth, eye and ear injuries. 

Two pupils have been arrested and charged with assault with intent to cause 
grievous bodily harm. Daraz is now recovering from his injuries at home, deter- 
mined not to return to the same school again. The head mistress has written to his 
father apologising for the attack, and he (Mr Warid Ullah) is seeking legal advice. 


Teachers’ Union launches new campaign 


The National Union of Teachers have sent a copy of their new policy on racism 
and fascism to every school in England and Wales. They urge head teachers to ex- 
pel all pupils who make racist attacks on teachers or other children, and to clamp 
down on all signs of nazi activity, whether uniforms or insignia or nazi publica- 
tions. 

The union advises all teachers at each school to work out their own programme 
for action. They say, “Pupils who refuse to guarantee that they will not desist 
from racialist behaviour, including the wearing of racist or neo-nazi uniforms and 
insignia, should be sent home until they comply with the school’s request’. 





Walthamstow 


A FIREBOMBER almost repeated the Khan 
family massacre in Walthamstow on 6 Oc- 
tober on Mrs Savita Amin. She, her two 
young children and three relatives were 
sleeping above an off-licence they own 
when the bomber struck. Five litres of 
petrol were poured under the door of the 
shop and six petrol-filled milk bottles placed 
next to the entrance to the flat. An incen- 
diary device was then thrown into the mid- 
dle of the bottles. 

Luckily firemen were immediately called 
by local mini-cab drivers who heard the ex- 
plosion and arrived in time to prevent the 
petrol in the off-licence from being ignited. 
A light coloured saloon car was seen driving 
from the scene. Even the police had to ad- 
mit it was a determined effort to burn out 
the off-licence and kill six people. But other- 
wise their attitude has been the same as it 
was with the Khan murder inquiry, which 
has been all but wound-up. They are refus- 
ing to consider seriously a racist motive, 
and have failed to link it to the Khan killings 
which took place only two miles away. 

And at a public meeting called by the local 
CRC, senior detectives refused to accept 
any criticism. Indeed, a patronising Chief 
Superintendent John Nairn attempted to 
turn it into a police recruitment drive for 
young Asians (see page 19). 


Bolton 


A FAMILY of three escaped from their blaz- 
ing house minutes after being woken up at 
night by the fire, on 5 November. Mr 
Hasmukh Lalji Sanghani, a 23 year old bus 
driver, tried to go downstairs but was driven 
back by smoke. He and his wife, Shanta, 
and their two year old daughter, Dinta, then 
climbed out through a back window onto a 
shed and escaped down a ladder brought by 
neighbours. Their house was completely 
burnt out. 

Forensic evidence has not yet established 
the cause of the fire though the police are 
said to be treating it very seriously. Bolton 
Community Relations Officer Ray Halliwell 
said that it was definitely an arson attempt 
— neighbours have also claimed that they 
saw three skinheads running away just 
before the fire started. 


Bolton Hindu Temple 


Just a few days after a nine-day Hindu 
festival had ended the Krishna Temple and 
Mandhata Community Centre in Bolton was 
the target of an arson attack. Neighbours 
woke in terror as an explosion blew out all 
the windows in the temple and showered 
the street in glass. Offers of help from all 
sections of the community have been pour- 
ing in and a local MP has called for stiff 
penalties in the courts for those responsi- 
ble. (Bo/ton Evening News 13.10.81.) 


Liverpool 


Liverpool’s Arab community is planning to 
hold meetings to discuss an approach to 
police for more protection following a terror 
campaign against two general store traders 
who have been brutally beaten and whose 
shop was fire-bombed. Four men burst into 
the shop wearing nylon masks and explod- 
ed bottles of inflammable liquid before leav- 
ing. (Liverpool Echo 28.9.81.) 


ODINIST JOINS SDP 





WHILE the SDP continue to make the 
news because of their election successes and 
the regular defection of Labour politicians 
to their side, another case of infiltration by 
a member of the far right has come to light. 

Bill Whitbread, a long-standing member 
of the British Movement, and a former 
member of the National Socialist Group, is 
currently a member of the Harringey 
branch of the SDP. The NSG was a small, 
covert, hard-line nazi organisation set up in 
1968 parallel to Colin Jordan’s British 
Movement. His members were unhappy 
with the new restraints imposed on BM by 
the 1968 Race Relations Act, preferring to 
organise in a highly secretive fashion using 
code numbers. Two members were later 
prosecuted for making sub-machine guns. 
The group dissolved when they lost all their 
files, including bomb-making instructions 
and lists of members’ names and addresses. 

Shortly after, Whitbread was active in 
forming Truaim, the racist right-wing trade 
union organisation. He is mainly well 
known on the far right today for his 
adherence to the Odinist faith. In a recent 
issue of League Review, the organ of the 
nazi League of St George, he had a letter 
published declaring that ‘‘Western Man, 
the Caucasian, call him what you will, 
desperately needs a spiritual counter to all 
this mind rotting pacifism and materialism, 
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and a return to the heroic folk ethic of 
Odinism seems to me to be the best 
option’’. Christianity is, according to Whit- 
bread, just a ‘pacemaker for communism’’. 

Earlier this year Searchlight reported that 
two members of the Luton National Front 
Constitutional Movement had joined the 
SDP, and one of them had been made joint 
branch secretary. They have now been ex- 
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pelled. Searchlight also exposed the fact 
that a leading member of the Bedford 
branch had written a letter to John Tyndall 
in the National Socialist Movement in 1963. 





Hoax leaflet reappears 


A HOAX Black Power leaflet that was cir- 
culated in Moss Side, Manchester, im- 
mediately after the ‘riots’ there in July has 
again surfaced in London, with suitable 
modifications. The leaflet, which was men- 
tioned in Searchlight 74 in connection with 
disinformation and rumour mongering, is 
headed ‘Black Voice’ and carries the ad- 
dress of Race Today, the black organisa- 
tion, as well as the address of the Black 
Unity and Freedom Party in London. 

In Manchester the leaflet gave as a con- 
tact Cherry Byfield, a black woman 
magistrate, who subsequently received 
many threatening and abusive phone calls. 
It is worth noting that the way the leaflets 
came to light both in London and Moss 
Side was identical. Both Ms Byfield and 
Race Today were telephoned by a man ex- 
pressing surprise that they should be con- 
nected to such inflammatory and ‘ex- 
tremist’ propaganda. 

But in Manchester there was a follow-up 
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Extract from ‘Black Power’ leaflet. 


leaflet which has not yet been seen in Lon- 
don. The second carried photocopies of 
newspaper articles exposing the hoax and 
the distress caused to Ms Byfield, with an 
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‘explanation’ typed alongside, purporting 
to be from the Greater Manchester Anti- 
Treachery Committee. The comments are 
designed to prove that whether or not the 
original leaflet was a hoax, the content is 
‘substantially very true indeed’. It gives a 
few facts and figures about ratepayers’ 
money and community organisations, 
socialists, black domination and the IRA, 
and ends by throwing out some immigra- 
tion figures and another quote from an im- 
aginary black man, telling people to use 
their own brains to decide whether it was 
really a hoax. 

A slightly different hoax leaflet, this time 
aimed at thé Anti-Nazi League, has also 
been passed on to Searchlight from Man- 
chester. This is a typed sheet headed ‘Are 
the British Animal Lovers’, which goes on 
to describe in detail ‘‘the Jewish system of 
cattle slaughter’’. It ends by urging readers 
to protest to their MPs: ‘‘His answer may 
surprise you ... you may become even 
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disgusted with 
DEMOCRACY”’. The ANL’s address and 
phone number, taken from a genuine 
leaflet, are duplicated at the bottom of the 


more 


page. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 





NATIONAL FRONT AT MADNESS 
CONCERT 


National Front propaganda was handed out to 
young people at a Madness concert, according to 
a report in a Dundee newspaper. 

A group of 40 young people from 
Dunfermline, together with adults, had travelled 
to the concert at Dundee, held on 12 October. 
According to one of the adults with the group, 
“Children of all ages were being handed both 
racially offensive pamphlets and membership 
forms to join the National Front. 

‘‘Tuckily we managed to confiscate all the 
literature on the bus going home. But the 
youngsters had by then had a chance to read such 
lies and provocative comments as ‘The 3,000,000 
people unemployed in this country are in the dole 
queues because of the blacks’.’’ 

Madness concerts have become notorious for 
the presence of fascist elements, but the group 
have denied any personal link. 

Councillor Tom Robbins, of Dundee, said that 
Council staff were unable to find any NF 
literature in the Caird Hall rubbish, and that the 
concert was the kind of engagement that Dundee 
should be keen to attract. 


SOLDIERS IN BM PLOT 


Two soldiers based at Colchester admitted their 
part in a plot to put up posters of the nazi British 
Movement, booby trapped with razor blades. 
The two were each fined £70 for threatening 


behaviour, but were not disciplined in any way 
by the Army, apparently on the grounds that 
they hadn’t been involved in ‘‘political activity”’’. 

Privates Paul Bunn (21) and Brian Luckhurst 
(24), of 2 Queens Regiment, said they had been 
members of the British Movement when the 
poster plot was discussed in a Colchester pub, 
last February, but had not taken an active part. 
The soldiers were not accused of actually putting 
the posters up. Luckhurst said he became involv- 
ed with the BM because he was ‘‘scared of the 
communist threat’’. 

An Army spokesperson said that soldiers are 
entitled to belong to any recognised political par- 
ty, ‘‘But they cannot take an active part such as 
campaigning. Those are Queen’s regulations’’. 

In the view of the men’s CO, then, plotting to 
put up booby trapped posters for a fascist group 
doesn’t count as ‘‘political activity’’. 

Five other members of the British Movement, 
who admitted attempting to maliciously wound a 
person or persons unknown, were each fined £70 
and bound over for 12 months. They were Kim 
Newton (25) London, Mandy Fieldgate (20), 
Colin Wilks (19), Robert Baker (24), and Stewart 
Cown (19), all of Colchester. 


WELSH CHOIR APPLAUDED IN WHITE 
SOUTH AFRICA 


The group of Welsh male singers who sneaked 
into South Africa under the collective name of 
Jones, arrived back in Britain recently. Their trip 
had been sponsored by millionaire Stuart Weav- 
ing, a prominent supporter of South Africa, 
after official Welsh choirs had refused to visit the 
land of apartheid. 

The choir was greeted on its arrival in South 
Africa by Lord Chalfont, and their itinerary in- 
cluded a South African military base. They were 
subjected to a public relations campaign which 
seems to have been highly successful. One of the 
returning choirmen said: 

‘*We went to Soweto and the people there told 
us to tell the people back in Britain that they were 
happy and would not change the apartheid 
system.”’ 

Another said: ‘‘As far as we were concerned, 
the propaganda in Britain about apartheid is all 
lies. The blacks are happy.’’ 

So far the Anti-Apartheid Movement has com- 
piled a ‘blacklist? of 32 names which has been 
passed on to the UN Committee concerned. In 
future, South Africa may be the only country 
that these particular Jones may sing in. 


WHITEWASH OVER ARMY FASCISTS 


The Army has been accused of a whitewash after 
an internal inquiry into nazi activity in the Ter- 
ritorial Army. 

An Army spokesperson said that the inquiry 
into the 131st TA Commando Unit at Kingsbury, 
near London, has found no evidence that men 
were members of the British Movement, and that 
“life would now go on as normal’. 

Mike Jackson, of Watford Anti-Racist Com- 
mittee, said the result ‘‘is a scandal’’. 

“Neither I nor any of my group were called to 
give evidence, so how can it be fair? 

‘*We know several people who are definitely 
involved, one, a corporal with the TA, we know 
has stood as a National Front candidate in a by- 
election, has given money to the British Move- 
ment, and has even appeared in court on 
firearms charges, yet still nothing is done. 

“‘T have written to Major David Summers, the 
man who conducted the inquiry at the barracks, 
but I have not received a reply yet. I will be tak- 
ing this as high as I can.’’ 


NEW NF FIGHT AGAINST PEACE 


A 400-strong peace meeting in Cheltenham was 
disrupted by six members of the New National 
Front on 19 October. 

During a speech by Nobel Peace Prize winner 


Lord Noel-Baker, one of the members of the 
New NF blew a whistle to start their protest. 
They unfurled a banner, with ‘‘New National 
Front’’ and ‘‘Pacifism Means Surrender”’ on it, 
and shouted abuse before being escorted from 
the hall by police. 

The meeting, which was organised by 
Cheltenham Action for Peace, continued with a 
speech by the Bishop of Gloucester on the danger 
of the arms race. 


AUSCHWITZ EXHIBITION OFF 


AN EXHIBITION of photographs from 
Auschwitz due to be set up in Milton Keynes has 
been called off. Organisers say that financial dif- 
ficulties are to blame, but they are particularly 
disappointed because it is the second time in re- 
cent weeks that they have had to cancel the ex- 
hibition. It was due to be shown in the Bull Ring 
shopping centre in Birmingham, but local traders 
protested because of alleged threats of violence. 
They also claimed that the space was not suitable 
for the exhibition, though it is regularly used by 
different organisations for that purpose. 

The Auschwitz photographs exhibition, 
described as ‘controversial’ in the Milton Keynes 
Express, prompted the local fascist group, the 
November 9th Society, led by Terry Flynn, to 
distribute leaflets outside schools, proclaiming 
the photographs to be fakes. The leaflets claimed 
that the deaths in the camp were caused by 
typhoid poisoning as a result of allied bombing. 
The head teacher of Bridgewater Hall School 
said the leaflets were disgusting and offensive, 
and that there would be organised trips to the ex- 
hibition from the school. 


NF GANG ATTACK FOLLOWS MARCH 


A Labour Party meeting in Rotherham was 
broken up by men shouting National Front 
slogans only hours after a National Front march 
through the town. 

The NF, all 24 of them, marched through 
Rotherham on 4 October, escorted by 60 police. 
A number of dog handlers were also in atten- 
dance. A meeting at the end of the march, staged 
to draw attention to two NF members charged 
under the Race Relations Act, was ended by 
police when racist terms were used by one 
speaker. 

That evening, a group of 16 men, said to be in 


their late 20s, broke up a Labour Party meeting 
and wrecked the offices of the Workers’ Educa- 
tional Association, where the meeting was being 
held. Several members of the Labour Party 
Young Socialists, who were at the meeting, suf- 
fered minor injuries. 

The attack on the meeting in the WEA offices 
was the second one. Eighteen months ago, a 
discussion on South Africa was abandoned after 
a smoke bomb attack. The WEA banned all 
political meetings in its offices following the 
latest attack, but this decision was later revoked. 

The police have been supplied with a list of NF 
members and sympathisers believed to have 
taken part in the attack. 


LEIGHTON BUZZARD 


Leighton Buzzard Labour Party are organising a 
public meeting on 1 December because of their 
concern over the ‘increasing influence of 
fascism’ in the town. The secretary of the Labour 
Party said that they wanted to discuss views on 
how Leighton’s young unemployed can spend 
their free time without becoming involved in nazi 
groups. He said he hoped that many young peo- 
ple would attend and tell them why they joined 
these groups. ‘‘It is not an anti-nazi meeting. But 
members of nazi groups will not be invited’’, he 
added, according to a report in the Bed and 
Bucks Observer. 

Local nazi Mick Cole is hoping to return to the 
town after staying at the home of Robert Relf in 
Leamington Spa for a few months. Cole and Relf 
have been trying to launch a White Power Move- 
ment there, but Cole told the Observer he wanted 
to come back to Leighton ‘‘because of the vast 
potential of nazi sympathisers that needs to be 
exploited’’. He said that Leighton would know 
they were around as they didn’t believe in a low 
profile approach. 


ANOTHER BM MAN JAILED FOR RACIST 
ASSAULT 


Bill Bentley, from Leicester, who was found guil- 
ty of assaulting a 15 year old Asian youth (see 
last month’s Searchlight) was jailed for 18 mon- 
ths for actual bodily harm plus six months con- 
current for possessing a weapon (a truncheon). 
His friend Bill Hawes was jailed for four years 
for the same offences. 





SOME KIND OF A JOKE? 


Fortunately those suffering from ‘driver metamorphosis’ are in the minority but 
unfortunately the illness is infectious and the less sensible drivers are easily 
contaminated. 





This is taken from the Greater Manchester Police Traffic Department publication On the 
road, sent to us by a Searchlight reader. The rest of the article is about what happens to 
‘poorly integrated’ people when they get behind the wheel of a car. 
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IT USED to be an almost (dare one say 
it?) gentlemanly business, writing this 
column. One could imagine oneself as 
one of those Victorian dilettantes who 
deciphered early Mesopotamian scripts 
in their spare time, as each issue of 
Spearhead presented the reader with an 
elaborate code to be unpicked. Maybe 
it wasn’t quite as complicated as 
hieroglyphics or cuniform, but a cer- 
tain skill was required to translate the 
various ambiguous terms such as 
‘cosmopolitan’, ‘alien financiers’ etc. 
Occasionally there was even an emo- 
tion not far removed from the elation 
of discovery, if one chanced upon 
some new terminological code and 
could relate it by allusion or inference 
to some passage in one of the original 
texts (not the Rosetta Stone, but Mein 
Kampf). 

Times change, however, and these old 
skills find themselves overtaken by the 
passage of events. No longer do the fascists 
like to coat their messages with a gloss of 
strange semantics, but increasingly the 
unpleasant undercoat stares the reader full 
in the face, leaving the code-breaker to his 
reminiscences of the old days. 

Let us start this month’s modern, 
machine-like task with issue number eight 
of The Phoenix, produced by the British 
Movement. Despite its open nazism, the 
British Movement occasionally used to of- 
fer the code-breaker a chance of a conun- 
drum or two. Imagine the excitement of 
reliving old days, when turning to page two 
of the current issue to find a longish piece 
entitled ‘Animals Can’t Vote or Speak’. 
Another case of the blindingly obvious be- 
ing stated, you might think — but the code- 
breaking craftsman will know that an anti- 
vivisection piece will follow, in which soft- 
hearted concern will be shown for all man- 
ner of animal species. 


Animal Welfare 


Sure enough, the article contains disturbing 
photographs of a cat with an electrode im- 
planted in its brain, and the horror of an 
Alsation dog ‘‘with another’s head grafted 
on to its neck’’. We hear of monkeys who 
have had their brains sucked out by scien- 
tists and dogs force-fed by weed-killer, as 
well as other experiments which ‘‘are so sick 
as to defy the imagination of all people save 
those callously immune through years of 
repetitive experiments’’. It’s at this point, 
in former days, that the code-breaker will 
have stepped in, to explain what lies behind 
this rather unexpected display of charity 
and tenderness. Ah yes, the code-breaker 
would have said, proud of his specialised 
skills, Hitler himself was a vegetarian who 
couldn’t bear killing animals, and tried to 
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ensure in nazi Germany that animals were 
treated a damn sight better than humans. 
And so this has left a legacy, in which nazis 
care more for wolf-hounds than they do for 
members of their species. 

All totally unnecessary, nowadays. Read 
on down to Phoenix’s last anti-vivisection 
paragraph, just past the complaints against 
specific cosmetic companies, and there 
you’ll find the explanatory statement: ‘‘Na- 
tional Social Germany was the only Euro- 
pean country to outlaw vivisection. The 
British Movement likewise would make 
vivisection illegal’’. Is there anything more 
for the code-breaker to add? Probably not, 
so let’s turn to the next topic. 

Remember when the nazis liked to por- 
tray themselves as peace-loving and law- 
abiding, as well as being staunch supporters 
of the RSPCA? All gone, all gone. The 
page following the anti-vivisection piece has 
an advertisement for a nasty looking 
booklet entitled ‘Total Resistance’, which 
will tell the hard-core animal-lover 
(‘‘whether you’re a housewife, an ex- 
serviceman, a petrol-pump attendant or a 
shop assistant’, says the ad, making no 
room for the unemployed cryptographer), 
just how ‘‘to hurt the enemy’’, because it 
provides ‘‘some new slants on booby trapp- 
ing and the planning and conduct of raids’’. 


Sometimes the British Movement likes to 
present itself as group of anti-communist 
patriots, and, perhaps in memory of the era 
of codes, Phoenix provides a piece to help 
fascists ‘translate’ the words of the mass 
media into their own specialised 
vocabulary: ‘‘For the purpose of your 
education and amusement, we provide you 
with the following ‘Media Dictionary’ so 
that you can translate the news as you listen 
to it or read it’’. And here, in reverse, are 
all the skills of the anti-fascist code-breaker 
displayed. Thus, Phoenix’s dictionary 
defines a ‘fascist’ as ‘‘an anti-communist’’, 
and a ‘nazi’ as ‘‘anyone who doesn’t mind 
saying that he thinks Communism stinks’’. 

So, with these definitions in mind, we can 
proceed to those sections of Phoenix, which 
dwell on the theme of anti-communism 
(which, as we have seen, should be back- 
translated into pro-fascism). Constantly, 
British Movement is attempting to draw a 
parallel between its activities and those of 
Solidarity in Poland. For example on the 
back page, there’s a picture of Lech Walesa 
(‘Polish nationalist and anti-communist”’ 
— oh dear, let’s not go into the problems of 
translations just now), and Phoenix com- 
ments that, like Walesa, all the British 
Movement demands is the right to criticise 
the government (the front page had sug- 
gested that ‘‘outrage has followed the most 
serious breach of political freedom to haye 
happened in Britain since the war’’, when 
police moved on a bunch of British Move- 
ment supporters, who were blocking the 
pavements of Oxford). 

Not content with providing readers with 
a semantic code-book, Phoenix goes fur- 
ther in its attempt to render traditional anti- 


fascist crafts obsolete. The metaphorical hi- 
jacking of Walesa and Solidarity for pro- 
nazi propaganda (under the guise of ‘anti- 
communism’) is blatantly revealed in a 
series of photographs designed to illustrate 
the ‘Racial-Nationalist Revival in Europe’. 
There, we have a picture of poor Walesea 
being carried high on the shoulders of his 
supporters; however, this well-known 
photograph is surrounded by other less 
well-known photos, in which men in shiny 
boots and drill-shirts march about, carry 
flags, raise their arms in stiff salutes etc and 
etc (one of the photos has a bunch of these 
uniformed racial-revivers stomping down a 
Belgian street — the caption innocently 
labels the scene as ‘‘young anti-communists 
marching with drum corp and flat party’’). 


Media bashing 


In less direct times, Spearhead always used 
to be good for a translation or two, but 
since it swapped its affinities from the Na- 
tional Front to John Tyndall’s very own 
creation, the New National Front, it too is 
matching its thoughts to its words in a more 
immediate fashion. Certainly, it seems to be 
moving closer to the British Movement, and 
October’s issue shows once again that Ray 
Hill, a stalwart of the BM and various other 
unsavoury flag parties, is becoming a 
regular contributor. Just like BM’s own 
Phoenix, Ray Hill in Spearhead has a go 
about ‘“‘the methods used by the gutter 
press to mislead their readers’’. Now that 
the fascist press has come out, so to speak, 
of the closet (or should we say, out of the 
Fiihrer bunker), it doesn’t half like to have 
a bash at newspapers which ‘‘indulge in bla- 
tant distortion, totally misleading 
headlines, the reporting of an event with 
mixtures of fact and comment which their 
readers find difficult, if not impossible, to 
distinguish’’. In fact, Mr Hill is able to con- 
tinue like this for a full page of closely writ- 
ten type. 

The ties with the British Movement are 
becoming clearer in Speahead’s regular 
advertised book-list. For the past year or 
so, old familiar titles have been making 
their appearance, first rather tentatively, 
but ‘more recently in a veritable torrent. 
This month we have on offer Hermann 
Goering, the Man and His Work, which we 
are assured is ‘‘the authorised biography’’, 
as well as Jewish Ritual Murder by Arnold 
Leese, described by Spearhead as ‘‘a look at 
the accusation that the Jews commit ritual 
murder’’; and we can be sure that if Arnold 
Leese looks for ritual murder, he’ll find it 
all over the place. However, it’s one further 
publication which catches the eye: For 
Those Who Cannot Speak by M. 
McLaughlin (who is, for the benefit of 
those who might not know such things, 
British Movement’s own personal Fiihrer). 
(No longer speaking for his dumb animal 
friends, Mr McLaughlin in this booklet is 


doing what he always like to do, since the 
opus is described by Spearhead as ‘‘Na- 
tional Socialist Germany — at last a case 
for the defence’’. 

Not that Spearhead isn’t doing its bit this 
month to put in its tuppenceworth for the 
same sort of defence. For example, there’s 
a criticism of Albert Speer (Hitler’s 
Minister of Armaments who no longer can 
speak for himself). Mr Tyndall, of course, 
is rather disgusted by the fact that Speer ad- 
mitted and publicly recanted his crimes. For 
this outrage he is unfavourably compared 
to ‘“‘idealists and fighters’? like Rudolf 
Hess, ‘‘who has condemned himself to per- 
manent incarceration in Spandau because 
he will not renounce and betray those peo- 
ple and things to which he dedicated his 
loyalty’’. The redundant code-breaker 
could, one supposes, point out who ‘those 
people’, and the ‘things’ to which they 
dedicated themselves, were — but it hardly 
seems necessary. 

Anyway, it all becomes a bit clearer in a 
long and tedious article on the subject of 
‘How Myth Enforces God’s Battalions’, 
which meanders through a digression about 
the Thirty Years’ War and a defence of 
Spanish fascist actions at Guernica in 1937 
to emerge with a wholehearted hurrah for 
nazism — ah, there’s one thing more, any 
wholehearted hurrah must also contain its 
anti-semitic boos. Anyway, let’s have a bit 
of history in the Spearhead style. It appears 
that during the Thirty Years War (way back 
in the seventeenth century) ‘‘quite a few 
Jews perished in or were inconvenienced by 
the convulsions of Germany, but the race as 
a whole was content to batten happily on all 
the belligerents while snickering at the fatui- 
ty of the goyim’’. All this snickering came 
to an end several hundred years later when 
a certain Mr A. Hitler stepped out to rescue 
the Germans: 


“In 1933, however, the Jews, outraged 
by the Germans’ failure to reverence 
Yahweh’s Master Race and incensed by 
the Germans’ wish to have a country of 
their own, not under Jewish supervision, 
had declared a Holy War against the in- 
subordinate goyim’’. 


Apparently, the aim of this Jewish 
declaration of war against the peace-loving 
Mr Hitler was ‘‘to kick the Aryan curs back 
into the kennels in short order’? — no 
winder the Aryan curs made common cause 
with all Alsations and dachshunds to form 
the animal-loving organisation which all the 
world was to know as the Nazi Party. 


Aristocracy of blood 


Just a couple of years ago, this sort of direct 
praise for nazism, plus the crude accompa- 
nying anti-semitism, would have been con- 
cealed in a few ambiguous and almost 
innocent-sounding words. But now, the 
flag waving of the New National Front can 
be compared unreservedly to that of earlier 
guardians of animal welfare. Just like Mr 
Hitler, Mr Tyndall sees his animal organisa- 
tion as being an elitist group to encourage 
‘fan aristocracy of blood’’ (a phrase as 
common these days in Spearhead as it is in 


Mein Kampf), in order to prevent the race 
from becoming ‘‘sub-standard’’. Mr Tyn- 
dall would like to see nothing less than the 
creation of a new aristocracy, which should 
have ‘‘special facilities for socialising and 
leisure’’; it’s not enough to ‘‘breed a leader- 
ship class by a process of genetic selection’’, 
but also we must ‘‘provide that class with 
an environment in which it can dedicate its 
whole energies’’. 

A vision of the great life unfolds, as Mr 
Tyndall describes the conduct of ‘‘a true 
aristocracy’’: ‘‘I would not expect the con- 
versation of young men at society balls or 
cocktail parties to be preoccupied with af- 
fairs of State; I would expect it to be con- 
cerned largely with such matters as last 
week’s rugger match or flying practice, 
liberally interspersed with comments on the 
young ladies in close proximity’’. Quite dif- 
ferent from the present so-called aristocracy 
which is dominated by ‘‘pallid, vacuous; 
slouching and dripping wets’’, who 
pointedly refuse to make the required 
number of comments about young ladies: 
“*If sex entered into it I would suspect that 
young men were uppermost in the thoughts 
of many’’. 


Hit lists 


We don’t want to get side-tracked down 
one of Mr Tyndall’s many monologues on 
the topic of homosexuality, so let’s turn to 
a shortish piece with the unambiguous title 
‘Elitism? Yes’. It seems that ‘‘all great 
movements, armies and nations have pro- 
duced an elite force’’, and, of course, the 
New National Front is setting up its unit 
STAG (or Special Tactical Activities 
Group) as a mini-elite. In the old days, the 
code-breaker would have leapt in to say 
that this is just like the . . . But no, we can 
let Spearhead’s writer do it for himself now: 


“The NSDAP produced the Schutzstaf- 

fel and the Waffen SS, the cream of the 
National Socialists, composed of 
volunteers from all parts of Europe. SS 
men who fought shoulder to shoulder at 
the gates of Berlin, regardless of na- 
tional origin — all inspired by one 
motivating ideal: a_racial-nationalist 
Europe, freed from Bolshevik- 
Judaism’’. 


And so, the writer proceeds (or, perhaps, 
marches) inexorably to the conclusion: 
‘That is why elitism — and all it implies in 
a rejection of democracy, liberal free 
discussion and anarchy — and its cham- 
pionship of the virtues of order, discipline, 
pride and toughness — must be promoted 
in any national movement which really aims 
to seize power’’. 

A further unadorned glimpse of these vir- 
tues is provided by White Power, a 
magazine coming from the National Front 
in Wembley. Nothing if not forthright, the 
front page announces that ‘‘the Jews are 
promoting Race War!’’. It goes on, ‘“‘if the 
Blacks are so stupid to go along with the 
Jews — who aren’t as racially pure as some 
Blacks — then so be it’’, but, this unplea- 
sant magazine announces, ‘‘We will not 


forget, however, that our real enemy is the 
Jew!’’ Certainly its memory extends the full 
issue of White Power, as comments about 
‘‘money grabbing war-mongers whose 
leader is a vile hooked-nose terrorist’’ are 
interspersed with jokes about gassing Jews. 

Violence of thought is only one step away 
from violence of deed, and White Power 
does its crude best to bridge the distinction. 
Thus, page two presents what it likes to call 
‘this month’s hit list’’, which contains the 
names, addresses and telephone numbers of 
people it doesn’t like. This month two 
vicars are included, whose principal offence 
is to believe in multi-racialism. One is 
described as believing that ‘‘repatriation is 
evil whilst integration is good. He also 
believes that 6 million Jews were gassed 
during the last war (pull the other one!)’’. 

A letter on the same page makes it quite 
plain that White Power’s readers know the 
purpose behind the ‘hit list’; ‘‘I especially 
enjoyed the HIT LIST — it’s about time 
that the enemies of Britain got what’s com- 
ing to them!’’ Nothing could be clearer 
than the message that ‘‘Racial Nationalists 
should unite to smash our enemies — the 
Jews, Blacks and Reds — and FIGHT for 
our Race and Nation’’. The code-books of 
concealed semantics and syntax are being 
discarded in frustration, as the various 
fascist groups stamp the ground in anger 
and declare their violent hatred against all 
and sundry. It’s not a pretty sight, but one 
that we’ll be seeing a few times more in the 
coming months. 


i'm Living on the Front line. . . 


13 down 2,000,000 to GO! 


vy Vas DePt Pore 


TOMORROW BELONGS 
To us 


THIS 15 THE WHITEMAN® 





Dear Editor, 
My daughter, seeing copies of the enclosed 
leaflet plastered around Surrey Docks and being, 
understandably, affronted, decided to rip them 
down. Behind each one was either old razor 
blades or bits of broken glass, so that her hands 
were ripped. This, to her credit, did not stop her. 
They are not exactly subtle and (one hopes) 
can only harm the cause (if it can be called that) 
of its authors, but I feel they deserve publicity if 
only to show warped mentality of those who des- 
cend to this sort of debased activity. 


Yours faithfully, 
Philippa Gibbons 
London. 
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FASCISM AND 


SCIENCE 





The New Racism, Martin Barker, 
Junction Books, London, £4.95. 


IN HIS article in last month’s Searchlight, 
Martin Barker made a modest (and 
bracketed) reference to his book The New 
Racism, a reference hardly likely to induce 
our readers to scurry out and buy it. But 
they should do so, nonetheless, because 
Barker’s book is one of the most important 
intellectual contributions that has been 
made to the struggle against racism and 
fascism since the emergence of both (in 
their present form, in Britain) in the early 
1960s. 

The subject-matter of the book is the new 
and fashionable pseudo-science of 
sociobiology, and the way it has found ex- 
pression in right-wing Tory and fascist pro- 
nouncements on race in particular, but on 
sex and economics as well. The core of the 
book is a rigorous and (often) clear critique 
of the methodology and claims of 
sociobiology, from the point of view of a 
professional philosopher. On the way, 
however, Barker presents an analysis of 
contemporary Tory and fascist ideology 
that is vital for activists struggling against 
them; and, if the book has a structural 
fault, it is that he does not always do so as 
directly as he might. 

In terms of his political analysis, Barker 
has done four things, and they are all very 
important. The first is to isolate and define 
a new form of racist argument that 
describes ‘‘the problem’’ of immigration, 
not in terms of the inferiority of black peo- 
ple, but of their cultural difference; an 
argument which holds that it is perfectly 
natural for groups to wish to stick to their 
own kind, and keep other kinds out, and 
that this wish does not imply any 
derogatory value judgement of the ‘‘other’’ 
group. Barker gives numerous examples of 
this argument being used, starting with the 
third of Enoch Powell’s notorious speeches 
of 1968, moving on to Margaret Thatcher’s 
“‘swamping’’ statement of ten years later, 
and coming up to date with the writings, in 
particular, of Alfred Sherman (of the Cen- 
tre for Policy Studies, founded by Keith 
Joseph). Perhaps the clearest expression of 
the argument, however, comes from Robin 
Page of the Daily Telegraph: ‘‘The whole 
question of race is not a matter of being 
superior or inferior, dirty or clean, but of 
being different’’. 

As Barker points out, this argument 
allows its proponents to deny that they are 
racist in the commonly accepted (and 
historically discredited) form of believing 
that certain races are inferior. As he says, 
the theory ‘‘can refuse insults: it need never 
talk of ‘niggers’, ‘wogs’ or ‘coons’. It does 
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not need to see Jews as morally degenerate, 
or blacks as ‘jungle bunnies’.’’ None- 
theless, as he goes on, ‘‘it authorises the 
very emotions of hostility that then get ex- 
pressed in those terms. As one writer puts 
it, we may all share a common human 
nature, but part of that very shared nature 
is the natural tendency to form bounded 
social units and to differentiate ourselves 
from outsiders.’’ 

The writer referred to here is Desmond 
Morris (of Naked Ape fame), and the se- 
cond achievement of Barker’s book is to 
show how the writings of ethologists like 
Morris, and even more importantly the 
sociobiologists who followed them, have 
provided a ‘‘scientific’’? justification for 
Tories to seek to ‘‘legitimise the instincts of 
the people’ (including the ‘‘genuine fears”’ 
so beloved of Tory parliamentarians). 
Sociobiology is a perverse form of Dar- 
winism, that seeks to define as inevitable 
and immutable instincts (such as aggres- 
sion, sex-role-differentiation, and 
xenophobia) that are supposedly necessary 
for the survival of the human gene: it turns 
hostility to foreigners into ‘‘an evolutionary 
trait bred into us over millions of years 
because of its genetic advantage. In short, it 
naturalises racism’’. And its pseudo- 
scientific basis makes it ‘‘the most 
dangerous theorisation of racism currently 
available’, because ‘“‘it appears to be 
neutral, it appears to be pure science; it ap- 
pears to be at the frontiers of our 
knowledge, opening up areas of investiga- 
tion we could not touch before. All these 
give it a powerful selling image. And it is 
being bought.”’ 


“Racial exclusivity” 


The example Barker immediately gives is 
the way in which sociobiology has been 
bought, hook line and sinker, by the Na- 
tional Front (particularly, in an article in 
the then NF journal Spearhead that we 
commented on at the time in these pages), 
and Barker’s third coup is to demonstrate 
how sociobiology has become the common 
ideology of the Tory Right (and not just the 
Tory Right, either) and the National Front. 
The old, Tory-pragmatic view of race 
(‘‘small, over-crowded island’’, ‘‘strain on 
social services’’) could, at least on the sur- 
face, be clearly distinguished from the 
racial-purity arguments of the fascists; now 
both the Tory racists and the National 
Front share a common, and headily seduc- 
tive, view of racial exclusivity as an in- 
evitable, biological human need. 

But racial exclusivity is not the only ‘‘in- 
stinct’’? that the sociobiologists naturalise 
and legitimise. Another is the distinct role 
of women (a classic sociobiological text is 
called The Inevitability of Patriarchy), and 
Barker, once again, shows the way that the 
theory unites the pronouncements of both 
the Tory authoritarians and the fascists on 
the subject of hearth and home. A third is 
acquisitiveness, and Barker’s fourth great 


perception concerns the connection, via 
sociobiology, of free market ideology with 
racism. One of the great problems of the 
Right, ideologically, is the logical split bet- 
ween its ‘‘libertarian’’, individualist aspects 
(free enterprise, anti-statism) and _ its 
authoritarian, collectivist impulses (‘‘pro- 
family’’ policies on women and sexuality, 
law and order, and indeed immigration). 
This contradiction has always been par- 
ticularly acute within the person of Enoch 
Powell himself: the free marketeer who, in 
1971, told Glasgow shipworkers to ‘‘get on 
their bikes’’ to find work elsewhere (the 
phrase, of course, is more recent), while de- 
nying that same principle of free movement 
of labour to black workers; the free enter- 
prise fanatic who opposes British member- 
ship of the European free trade market on 
nationalistic grounds. As the old, nasty well 
of Tory racism begins to bubble again (as 
we have demonstrated over recent months 
in Searchlight) it is vital to know whether 
Tories can retain a commitment to That- 
cherite, individualist economics, while 
demanding much harder measures on the 
collectivist issues of law and order, sex and 
race. 


“New nationalism” 


For Barker, sociobiology manages to 
square this particular circle, and, indeed, 
“the new individualism”’ is ‘‘definitely part 
of the new nationalism’’. Barker goes on to 
refine the concept of individualism, and re- 
define it more precisely as ‘‘familyism’’; the 
Thatcherite economic revolt is, in 
sociobiological terms, a reassertion of the 
naturalness of the instincts of men to go out 
into the market place to compete in the in- 
terests of their wives and children; and this 
instinct towards the preservation of the 
family and its genes through capitalist ac- 
tivity is part of the same set of instincts 
that, in another form, produces the 
‘natural’ desire of larger groups, tribes 
and nations to ‘‘stick to their own kind’’, 
and to exclude outsiders. The argument is 
complex (and this particular element of it is 
not always clearly outlined in the book), 
but, in crude summary, Barker has in- 
dicated that, far from Tory individualism 
and Tory collectivism being contradictory, 
they can be seen as two links on the same 
ideological chain. And that chain is now 
sociobiology. 

In his last chapter, Martin Barker 
presents a chilling vision of what the New 
Racism, elevated to the status of science but 
also given the cosy cachet of ‘‘common- 
sense’’, could look like in practice. 
“Ideologies are not just pictures of the 
world, nice or nasty’’, he points out, ‘‘they 
are views which can be lived . . . The trou- 
ble with modern instinctivism is not that it 
is false, but that it might become true. 
Under certain crisis conditions, men and 
women seek a unity of theory and practice, 
a view of the world that can be lived, and 
proved true by being lived. There is the hor- 


rible possibility that a consistent instinc- 
tivism could be lived — again.’’ 

Martin Barker’s book is a vitally impor- 
tant weapon in the armoury of those who 
are fighting to see that it doesn’t happen 


again. David Edgar 


PAMPHLETS: 
BLACK AND 


BRITISH 





Passport raids and checks: Britain’s in- 
ternal immigration controls, by Paul 
Gordon, £2.00, from Runnymede 
Trust, 37a Grays Inn Road, London 
WC1X 8PP. 


THE immigration rules relating to 
students and self-employed people 
have been so tightened as to prevent all 
but a very wealthy minority from 
entering; the definition of ‘illegal en- 
trant’ has been widened to encompass 
vast numbers of innocent people, and 
in immigration law itself, the age-old 
protection against unlawful detention, 
habeas corpus, no longer exists in any 
meaningful form for black people. The 
phrase ‘ordinarily resident’ has been 
defined and re-defined to serve as an 
ever-narrowing criterion for education 
and health care, and these changes 
have resulted in an encroaching ‘pass 
law’ system whereby black people are 
coming to endure suspicion, lengthy 
questioning and passport checks. 

A new pamphlet on passport raids and 
checks by Paul Gordon* provides a blow by 
blow account of this process. Starting with 
the law and internal control, it describes the 
misuse of passports as an internal pass, and 








Picket outside University College Hospital, 
London, against the nationality survey 
among patients using the NHS 28.10.81. 


how the police have become more involved 
in checking, notably through large scale 
passport raids. And in the field of employ- 
ment and a whole range of welfare services 
the web of surveillance, monitoring and 
checking of black people is detailed. The 
author exposes the evolution of what at 
first sight seemed to be a number of discreet 
incidents and isolated remarks by those in 
power into what is in fact a coherent policy. 
Finally, he provides appendices citing 
specific instances of ‘pass law control’. 
The information gathered here is of great 
value to all anti-racist campaigners. As the 
new Nationality Bill slithers on to the 
statute book, internal controls and 
pressures for repatriation threaten to in- 
crease in volume and harshness. We have to 
realise that in as much as legislation was us- 
ed to keep people out, it is now being ex- 
tended and reinterpreted so as to induce 
people to leave. And this is achieved by 
harassing people and forcing hardships on 
to individuals and families — i.e. making 





life so intolerable that black people go. 

A Supplementary Benefit Appeals Tribunal 
in Gloucester has decided that a 48 year old 
Gujerati widow is now entitled to benefit 
because she cannot speak English. What 
does it matter if she wants a job, has been 
signing on every week and is even, 
desperately slowly and with a stammer, 
learning English? Employers do not want 
non-English-speaking Gujerati widows. Ac- 
cording to the authorities, merely by being 
what she is, she has made_ herself 
‘unavailable’ for work. She need not starve 
here, she can leave her sons and daughters 
and grandchildren and go and starve where 
she came from, goes the argument. And so, 
by a process of elimination, all those 
Bengali-, Punjabi-, Creole-speaking women 
could be taken off the state’s hands at a 
Stroke. 


In another example of government-inspired 
zeal, an immigration officer recently made 
a Kenyan-born woman with an absolute 
right to stay in Britain give a written under- 
taking to leave, with her husband. This was 
a condition of allowing the husband in as a 
visitor to attend the birth of their child. The 
Home Office comment on this revelation 
was: ‘‘The practice of interviews conducted 
by immigration staff is by no means 
unusual. It is unusual for this to be for- 
malised into a statement, and it is regarded 
as having been imprudent to have asked for 
(one).’’ The literal translation of this seems 
to be, ‘We do this every day but we’re not 
usually daft enough to write it down’. The 
action seems based on this horrible logic. 
Let the man in permanently, and they could 
breed more children. Keep him out, and she 
could be a one-parent family and dependent 
on the State. Solution: get rid of them both. 
The problem is, she has a right to live here. 
Solution: find out what she wants above all 
— that is, for her husband to be here for the 
birth of the child — and trade that off for 
her rights. 


CARF 
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“‘A Man I Never Knew’’, Belgrade Theatre 
in Education Company, Belgrade Theatre, 
Coventry. October. 


This play is part of an adventurous and am- 
bitious project by the Theatre in Education 
Company to deal with racism in the com- 
munity. It was shown at the slightly scruffy 
annexe at the back of the Belgrade Theatre, 
in Coventry, for one week, having had 
earlier been on tour to Coventry schools, 
where it was shown to audiences of parents. 
A separate play, ‘‘Land of Hope’’, had 
been shown to the young children at these 
schools in the day. 

The performance is in three parts, 
separated by short intervals. The first is the 
play itself. Secondly, there is a session of 
“hot seating’, in which the audience are 
given an opportunity to question the 


characters, who are still acting their parts. 
Lastly, there is a chance to discuss the play 
with the actors. 

The play, using minimal props (desks and 
tables, which double as packing cases), was 
set alternately in a secondary school and the 
stores department of a factory. The four ac- 
tors played a total of 12 parts. 

The story is as follows: basically, the 
students of a 5th form class studying for 
CSE history get on well. Salim Sidat and 
Craig (who’s white) play pool on the way 
home. Beverly and Diane (both white) are 
friends with an Asian girl. 

The stress on this friendship comes when 
a black friend of Salim’s attacks one of 
Craig’s skinhead friends after the skinhead 
had called him a wog. Craig accuses Salim 
of oversensitivity. Salim’s ‘‘sensitivity’’ is 
further increased when a racist mob throws 
a brick through the window of his home. 
The police insist that there were only youths 
present, despite evidence to the contrary, 
and put it down as a motiveless crime. 

Salim’s anger at the police inaction 
causes a partial break with his father, 
Mohammed Sidat, who represents the older 
generation of conforming Asians. When 
Mohammed also begins to think in terms of 


organised self-defence, his workmate at the 
factory warns him that the people there 
who ‘‘respect”’ him only do so if he’s quiet 
and conforming. 

These events take place as the class is 
looking at Indian history from a textbook 
with a decidedly British point of view. 
Salim has been doing some rethinking and 
talking to his grandfather, and an angry 
outburst in class against this bias leads the 
teacher to set an essay on Indian history. 

The result is a burst of creativity from the 
class, including the normally non-academic 
Beverly, which produces the best work of 
the whole year, because the children are ge- 
nuinely interested and involved. 

The play is not intended to provide easy 
answers but a means by which people can 
think about and discuss racism and racist 
attitudes, including their own. On the night 
I attended the performance there was a 
heated discussion set against the backdrop 
of several racist murders and many racist 
attacks in Coventry. 

The Theatre in Education are taking 
another play on the subject of racism and 
fascism around schools in the near future, 
called ‘‘Send them back’’, and set in the 


1930s. Bob Green 
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INTERNATIONAL 


ROUND-UP 





GERMAN REPORT HIGHLIGHTS 
RISE IN NAZI VIOLENCE 


The revival of neo-nazism and the 
growth of militant right-wing organisa- 
tions in the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many have been observable tendencies 
for a number of years. However it is 
only in recent months, and particularly 
in the aftermath of last October’s 
Munich beer-festival bomb attack that 
left twelve persons dead, that govern- 
ment officials in Bonn have begun to 
express public concern over the threat 
that the extreme right, as opposed to 


the extreme left, poses to the 
‘democratic process’ in West Ger- 
many. 

Militaristic 


In the last report of the ‘Verfassungsschutz’ 
(Office for the Protection of the Constitu- 
tion), whose purpose is to ‘observe’ the ac- 
tivities of ‘political extremists’, it was noted 
that the growth of smaller militant neo-nazi 
groups was at the expense of the far-right 
openly organised in the German National 
Democratic Party (NPD), whose member- 
ship has been in constant decline since 1969. 
The Verfassungsschutz does however take 
comfort from the fact that the total number 
of ‘observed’ right-wing extremists has 
equally declined each year since 1969, and 
that only in the police force and the school 
system have their numbers increased over 
the last year. They conclude therefore that 
the ranks of the more active militant groups 
have been swelled by disaffected NPD 
members frustrated at the ‘moderation’ of 
the National Democrats, and that it is 
mainly young militants between the ages of 
21-30 who make up the bulk of the new 
neo-nazi membership. 
' Typical of such neo-nazi organisations is 
the so-called Sportsgroup Hoffman (now 
banned) with a membership of over 400 and 
with an openly militaristic attitude towards 
organisation and propaganda. The Ver- 
fassungsschutz reports that such neo-nazi 
organisations place great emphasis upon 
building contacts with similar groups 
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abroad, in particular with those in the 
USA, Great Britain and Belgium. The role 
of openly operating National Socialist cells 
in the USA in providing printed propagan- 
da which is illegal in West Germany, and 
the fact that right-wing Falangists are in- 
strumental in providing weapons and train- 
ing facilities for German neo-nazis is also 
recognised by the authorities. 

Yet, despite the acknowledged increase in 
violence attributable to neo-nazi organisa- 
tions, the Verfassungsschutz closes its 
report with the definitive statement that 
‘‘German right-wing extremism presents at 
present, as previously, no danger to the free 
democratic process’’. The Chancellor’s Of- 
fice, clearly more alarmed than the profes- 
sional ‘extremist watchers’, commissioned a 
research project to discover the extent of 
extreme right-wing thinking among the 
population as a whole. Its findings have 
recently been made public, and the ‘Sinus’ 
survey paints a very different picture of the 
level of support for right-wing 
authoritarianism than does the Ver- 


Karl Heinz Hoffman. 





fassungsschutz. 

According to the Sinus survey 13 per cent 
of West Germans of voting age, some five 
and a half million, have an ‘‘ideologically 
closed extreme right-wing world-view’’. Of 
these, half sympathise with the use of 
violence as a means towards political ends. 
Moreover, the notion that right-wing terror 
can be attributed solely to the work of 
frustrated individuals suffering from some 
form of psychosis is completely rejected. It 
points out that violence — to the point of 
physical extermination of the perceived 
enemy — is an_ historically consistent 
characteristic of the extreme right-wing. 
And the mystical honouring of force as a 
means of ‘cleaning’ and ‘solving problems’ 
is a specific characteristic of German Na- 
tional Socialism. Therefore the actual form 
and extent of right-wing violence is an ar- 
bitrary matter, a question of tactical con- 
sideration, since no moral or ethical con- 
siderations weigh upon the act. Apparently 
motiveless murder, as in Munich, or attacks 
against political exiles demonstrate not the 
‘irrationality’ of right-wing terror, but 
rather the logic of extreme right-wing 
ideology. 

The survey also confirms the remarkable 
continuity of National Socialist ideology in 
West Germany today. The same nazi 
slogans drummed out by the NSDAP in the 
1920s and 1930s reappear in the propagan- 
da of the extreme right with only minor 
changes of detail and emphasis. As 
previously, the German volk (a race or na- 
tion) is threatened by ‘foreign elements’, 
although the Turkish guest-worker has 
replaced the German Jew as the direct 
‘death threat to the nation’. Even so, anti- 
semitism is still a corner-stone of far-right 
thinking, as was amply illustrated by reac- 
tion to the screening of Holocaust in West 
Germany. On the night of its first showing 
neo-nazi groups exploded bombs at a 
number of television transmission stations, 
whilst the NPD protested against the 
“gruesome and spiteful fairy-story con- 
cocted by American-Jewish big business’’. 
The denunciation of democracy and 


pluralism and the idealisation of the 
Fuhrer-state, in which a single strong party 
should rule in the interest of ‘all sectors of 
the people’, is equally an echo from the 
past. Just as Hitler branded the Weimar 
regime as the work of ‘‘traitors, red and 
black political bosses and corrupt self- 
seekers’, so the present Bonn regime is 
condemned as ‘‘a red mob of political 
gangsters’’, incapable of ruling, because, as 
one activist explained, ‘‘each politician is 
far too busy with the secretary sitting in his 
lap’’. 

Another striking fact which the survey 
uncovers is the continuity of support for 
fascist-style authoritarianism among 
precisely those groups which provided the 
NSDAP with its Stormtroops and its rank 
and file support before 1933. Members of 
trade unions, for instance, are least suscep- 
tible to authoritarian ideology, whilst the 
rural petit bourgeoisie are especially so. As 
before, support for right-wing radicalism is 
concentrated in villages and small towns, or 
else is rooted in the outlying suburbs of ma- 
jor conurbations. Even a look at the way 
right-wing violence is geographically 
distributed points to a concentration of ac- 
tivity in the pre-war nazi strongholds of 
Hessen and Bavaria. 

For anyone with even a_ superficial 
knowledge of 20th century German history 
the Sinus survey suggests some potentially 
disturbing parallels with the situation dur- 
ing the 1920s. Immediately after the First 
War, as now, the extreme right was unable 
to channel its potential support into mean- 
ingful directions. An over-emphasis upon 
militarism led the NSDAP to the abortive 
Munich coup and Hitler’s imprisonment. 
During the mid-twenties the right-wing 
radicalism of the National Socialists, ap- 
proximating to a form of national 
bolshevism, merely alienated potential 
bourgeois support and led the party into an 
ideological cul-de-sac. It was only with the 
move towards political respectability after 
1927, allied to the major agricultural crisis 
in Saxony, that the NSDAP finally achiev- 
ed its ‘breakthrough’. And with the 
economy in ever deepening crisis it was 
precisely the image of unity and 
paramilitary might, together with the 
political catchword of ‘national solidarity 
instead of class struggle’, that brought in 
the mass support that was the precondition 
for the takeover of power in 1933. 

Therefore the question must be asked, to 
what extent could the ultra-right exploit a 
possible significant deterioration in the 
economic situation of West German today? 
By way of encouragement, the Sinus survey 
does suggest that support for extremist or 
authoritarian ideology is concentrated 
among those over 50 years of age and the 
war generation. Among the under 40s there 
is a greater resistance to all forms of neo- 
nazism. But the survey also notes that 18 
per cent of voters still believe that ‘‘under 
Hitler, Germany had it better’’. Further- 
more, some 37 per cent of voters are 
“predisposed towards one form or another 
of authoritarianism’’, although they may 
reject the cult of the Fiihrer and neo- 
nazism. 37 per cent: that is exactly the level 
of support that brought Hitler and the 
NSDAP to power in 1933! 


Nazis killed in gun 
battle 


THE LEADER of a German neo-nazi 
group was arrested in Munich recently 
after a gun battle with police in which 
two members of his organisation were 
killed. Only days later police un- 
covered more than 30 nazi arms dumps 
on Luneburg Heath in Lower Saxony. 

The gun battle occurred on the outskirts 
of Munich on the evening of 21 October, 
when a car load of young nazis on their way 
to raid a bank in Frankfurt were stopped by 
police. Later, police raided the home of 
Friedhelm Busse, leader of the VSBD 
(Peoples’ Socialist Movement), where they 
found quantities of gelignite and ammuni- 
tion hidden in a garage. Busse and an Ira- 
nian lodger were arrested. 

Police had followed the car from Busse’s 
home, where they had observed it being 
loaded up with weapons. According to 
Bavarian Interior Minister Gerold Tandler, 
their target was the Nassauische Sparkasse 
Bank in Frankfurt. The team of four Ger- 
mans and one Frenchmen threw grenades 
when police moved in to arrest them. In the 
ensuing battle two of them died. A third 
and two policemen were seriously wound- 
ed. 


Ammunition 


In the gunmen’s car police found seven 
grenades, three machine pistols, a rifle, a 
revolver, smoke bombs, tear gas cartridges 
and quantities of ammunition. All of the 
gunmen were aged between 18 and 24. 
Another VSBD member, Franz Schubert, 
was killed last November as he tried to 
smuggle guns across the border from 
Switzerland. Schubert was a close associate 
of Hoffman Group military instructor Arn- 
dt Heinz Marx, who trained the Munich 
Octoberfest bomber Gundolf Kohler, and 
who has been a guest of the League of St 
George in this country. Hoffman Group 
member Willi Kraus, sheltered in this coun- 


Remains of the van after the explosion. 


try by League members while on the run 
from German police, was also a leading 
member of the VSBD youth wing, the 
Young Front. 

Only days after Busse’s arrest in Munich 
police uncovered no less than 31 arms 
dumps on Luneburg Heath in Lower Sax- 
ony. Although the existence of the dumps 
had been known for some time, from 
evidence found during the arrest of neo- 
nazi Heinz Lembke, their whereabouts were 
only recently established by accident. Two 
days later Lembke committed suicide in his 
cell in Luneburg gaol. 

The Lower Saxony Interior Minister later 
revealed that the dumps consisted of 88 
containers which held anti-tank weapons, 
machine pistols, small arms, ammunition, 
and quantities of a number of deadly 
poisons. 

Lembke, who was a member of the Na- 
tional Democratic Party, was a close 
associate of nazi lawyer Manfred Roeder, 
and is thought to have been involved with 
the now banned Hoffman Group. 


BELGIUM 


Police probe 
Antwerp bomb links 


BELGIAN police investigating the ex- 
plosion outside an Antwerp synagogue 
on 20 October, which killed two people 
and seriously injured 16 others, are 
looking at similarities between it and 
the attack on the synagogue in rue 
Copernic in Paris last year. 

The Antwerp bomb was planted in a van 
parked outside the synagogue in the city’s 
diamond quarter. It went off only twenty 
minutes before the start of a religious 
ceremony. All of the dead and injured were 
passers-by, many of them early morning 
shoppers. 

There are clear similarities in the style of 
the attacks in Antwerp and Paris. Both, for 
instance, involved bombs being left in 
vehicles outside synagogues. Even more in- 
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triguing, however, is the fact that both at- 
tacks occurred on precisely the same day on 
the Jewish calendar, and both involved 
vehicles purchased by someone using a false 
Cypriot passport. 

In the case of the Paris bomb, it is now 
known that the attack was carried out by a 
team of Spanish fascists with close links to 
the French nazi group FANE, re-named 
after it was banned last year. Belgian police 
are reported to believe that the similarities 
between the two attacks are too close to be 
mere coincidence, and are seriously con- 
sidering the possibility that the same 
organisation was responsible for both. 

West German state television has since 
reported that one of the nazis shot dead the 
following day in a shoot-out with Munich 
police, was suspected of being involved in 
the Antwerp attack. Although the suspect 
was not named, it is alleged that one of his 
accomplices in Munich, who survived the 
gun battle, was Peter Hamburger, an 18 
year old nazi who had received military 
training at an El Fatah camp in the 
Lebanon. West German security forces 
would neither confirm nor deny the allega- 
tions. 


ITALY 


NAR gunmen strike 
again 


GUNMEN of the nazi Armed Revolu- 
tionary Nuclei struck again in Rome on 
21 October, when a Special Branch 
detective and his assistant were killed 
in a street ambush. Both had been in- 
volved in investigating right-wing ter- 
rorist activities. 

The attack appears to have been the work 
of a six or seven person team, firing armour 
piercing bullets from automatic weapons. A 
phone call to several newspapers claimed 
responsibility on behalf of the NAR. 

The dead police officer was Captain Ran- 
co Straulla, aged 26, from Sardinia. He had 
previously received a number of threats to 
his life as a result of his investigations into 
the far right. 

The NAR have made a practice of 
murdering magistrates and policemen who 
had come too close to uncovering details of 


their activities. Alessandro Alibrandi (see 
page 3), who is wanted for one such 
assassination, is currently hiding in Britain. 
NAR were also behind last year’s bomb 
blast at Bologna railway station, when more 
than 80 people died. Nazis wanted for ques- 
tioning in connection with that attack were 
held by police in London in September and 
now face extradition. 

Meanwhile, in Bologna itself, the trial 
has begun of Mario Tuti, in whose ‘honour’ 
NAR claimed to have bombed the railway 
station. Tuti is charged with two others 
with the bombing of the Italicus express 
train in 1974, in which 12 people died and 
more than 40 were injured. 

On trial with him are Luciano Franci and 
Pietro Malentacchi. The group were of- 
ficially indicted, based on evidence given by 
a man who shared a police cell with Tuti 
when he was being held on other charges, 
only the day before the Bologna outrage. It 
is widely believed that the bombing was a 
direct reprisal for the indictment. 

The Italicus bombing was one of a series 
of outrages carried out by neo-nazi groups 
in the early 1970s in an attempt to provoke 
a military coup. 


AMERICAN INDIAN WOMEN STERILIZED 





DESPITE the increasing sympathy of 
the Reagan administration with the 
campaign of Christian fundamentalists 
and others to remove the right of 
women to have voluntary abortions, 
there is growing evidence that, in one 
sector of the American population at 
least, successive governments have 
been all too keen to limit the birth-rate. 
There is mounting evidence that the 
United States Government has been 
and is engaged in an arguably 
genocidal campaign to rid itself of the 
‘‘inconvenience’’ of its Native- 
American (Indian) population, 
through the method of enforced 
sterilization, often without the 
woman’s knowledge, let alone consent. 

According to Lee Brightman, United 
Native American President, the Govern- 
ment’s Indian Health Service, and its af- 
filiated programmes, have been performing 
involuntary sterilizations in increasing 
numbers over the last few years. Brightman 
estimates that, of the Native-American 
population of 800,000, as many as 42 per 
cent of the women of child-bearing age (and 
10 per cent of the men) have already been 
sterilized. As the entire American Indian 
population totals only two-fifths of one per 
cent of the United States population, there 

‘is a grave danger of its dying out. 

The first official inquiry into sterilization 
was made by Dr Connie Uri, who 
discovered that 25,000 Indian women had 
been permanently sterilized within Indian 
Health Service facilities alone in the one 
year of 1975. Federal sterilization regula- 
tions are strict: no woman can be sterilized 
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within 72 hours of a birth, and she must 
receive a complete explanation of the 
operation, its effects, dangers and irreversi- 
ble nature, before giving her consent. But 
Dr Uri found repeated infringements of 
these regulations, findings that were con- 
firmed by Lee Brightman when he visited 
the Rosebud Indian Reservation, in South 
Dakota. In a week, he located seven young 
Indian women who had been sterilized 
without their knowledge, or on the basis of 
misinformation. Two of the women had 
gone into IHS hospitals on the reservation 
to have their appendixes removed, and 
came out to discover they had been steriliz- 
ed. One 16 year old girl, emerging from the 
anaesthetic after delivering her first baby, 
was told that she ‘‘was fixed so that she 
wouldn’t have more kids until she was 18’’. 


Forced to sign 


She is now 21, married, and, of course, has 
not conceived. Another young woman with 
an ovarian cyst, was convinced by staff that 
she should have a hysterectomy (the com- 
plete removal of the reproductive organs), 
although common medical practice for this 
complaint goes no further than the removal 
of the cyst itself. Another young woman 
was sterilized immediately after childbirth, 
while still drugged, because her mother was 
convinced by a doctor that her daughter (a 
completely healthy young woman) would 
die if she attempted to have more children. 
The mother was thus forced to sign a con- 
sent form for the sterilization operation. 
As Dr Uri points out, ‘‘most Indian 
women do not realise the permanent effects 
of the operation when they give their con- 
sent. And when they do realise they can’t 


create life, they feel castrated and 
psychological problems result. It dawns on 
different women at different times. For 
some, the realisation does not strike until 
many years later, but when it does, they 
often have a total nervous breakdown, try 
to commit suicide, go into prostitution or 
become alcoholics. Families are torn apart 
by the woman’s distress.”’ 


Insidious 


Even more serious are the implications of 
the sterilization campaign for the future of 
the Native-American population. Again, as 
Dr Uri argues, ‘‘we are not like other 
‘minorities’. We have no gene pool in 
Africa or Asia. When we are gone, that’s 
it’’. According to Lee Brightman, the cam- 
paign is nothing more than an insidious 
scheme to get the Indians’ lands, once and 
for all. In the US, approximately 55 per 
cent of the uranium, and 30 per cent of the 
coal, oil, copper and timber, is on Indian 
land. Brightman believes that ‘‘by killing 
off the unborn’’, the Government will have 
no more need for legislation to undermine 
Indian Treaty rights: ‘‘there will be no more 
Indians to hold the land’’. 

The sterilization campaign against 
Native-Americans is particularly awesome 
in its implications. But there is evidence, 
also, that other minority groups are becom- 
ing the victims of enforced sterilization. 
The New York based campaign CARRASA 
(Campaign for Reproductive Rights and 
Against Sterilization Abuse) has 
documented numerous cases of similar 
operations being performed on black and 
Hispanic women without their consent or 
knowledge. 


Hail FAVOURS RACISM 


THE dangers of fascism are in- 
creased substantially once fascist 
ideas begin to emerge from the 
restricted and obscure political 
world which groups like the Na- 
tional Front and British Movement 
inhabit. In recent months there has 
been a disturbing trend linking 
elements in the Conservative Party 
to fascist circles. Searchlight has 
been monitoring the activities of 
WISE, a group which has brought 
together long-standing habitués of 
fascist groups with members of 
the Conservative Party, including 
MPs. The October issue of Action, 
published by Oswald Mosley’s old 
supporters, reports that its editor 
was recently a guest of Oxford 
University’s Monday Club. And 
this takes place against a 
background in which a speech de- 
nouncing racism at the Conser- 
vative Party Conference was 
greeted with loud and prolonged 
booing. 

A further step in the re-emergence of 
fascist ideas was taken by the Daily Mail 
on 9 November, when it published a 
lengthy article by its regular columnist, 
Andrew Alexander, on race. This article 
was not tucked away amongst snip- 
pets of news and gossip, but occupied 
a central position alongside the Mail's 
editorial column. The tone and the con- 
tent of the article introduced a racist 
message of the sort which is rarely to 
be found outside the publications 
which are passed round, from hand to 
hand, in fascist circles. 

Normally when a mass circulation paper at- 
tempts to introduce a racist message, it does so 
in a circumspect manner. ‘We are not racist, but 
. . .. goes the typical argument, using a formula 
which implicitly recognises the immorality of 
racism. Previously this type of formula has tend- 
ed to restrict the degree of racism which is con- 
ventionally acceptable, even in papers like the 
Mail. However, this appears to be a thing of the 
past, when Andrew Alexander begins his article 
with the unambiguous statement: ‘’The time has 
come to make a stand in favour of racialism’’. 

And what follows is as explicit a defence of 
racism, as one is likely to find in the pages of 
Spearhead, League Review or other fascist 
papers. 

Alexander starts by suggesting that ‘people 
have become so brainwashed, so drugged by the 
race relations industry’’ that they “recoil with ab- 
ject terror from the label ‘racist’ or the charge of 
‘racial discrimination’.’’ And if this sounds like 
the start of a National Front argument, the rest 
of the article carries on in the same vein. Accor- 
ding to Alexander, we need to “recognise racial 
differences” which he believes to exist ‘between 
the human races and maybe their. sub-divisions 
too, and to act on the basis of that 
discernment’. 

The fascist papers, too, like to start by poin- 
ting attention to differences between races, 
claiming there is nothing wrong with this. In fact, 
last month’s League Review, published by the 
explicitly nazi League of St George, used this 
sort of argument to ‘prove’ that they were ‘race- 
lovers’, not ‘race-haters’. 


Ethnic Stereotypes 


From this same basis, Alexander then proceeds 
to trot out tired old ethnic stereotypes about 
tough Gurkhas, cuisine-loving French, athletic 
West Indians, hard-working Japanese, and so 
on. Showing a crass disregard for the differences 
between cultural influences and genetic 
predispositions, and engaging in the same ig- 
norant confusions which adorn the fascist 
arguments, Alexander attributes all to the effects 
of race. He then goes on to suggest that anti- 
racialists ‘try to hammer the racialists (at least 90 
per cent of the human race)’’ — again echoing 
the familiar complaint of the fascist press, that 
practically everyone is racist, or at least would be 
if they hadn't been so brainwashed (and at this 
point in the fascist press, the anti-semitic con- 
spiracy theory makes its entrance). 

However, Alexander has one further theme to 
present before embarking along this path. Anti- 
racialists, apparently, greet ‘‘assertions of 
racialist feeling with the declaration that this sort 
of thing leads to the gas chambers’’. Mr Alex- 
ander, again impeccably following the logic of 
Spearhead, asserts that ‘‘this is no more true 
than that eating meat leads to cannibalism’’. 

Now it is time for him to tread down the 
grotesquely familiar path: racialism, according to 
him, “‘is just as likely to lead to the creation of the 
State of Israel’ and here his use of racial stereo- 
types takes a distinct pattern. Previously, he had 
made remarks about Jewish business sense 
(another racial trait) and had commented that 
“the Israelis are plain superior — in just about 
every respect except camel-herding — to their 
Arab neighbours’. 

Let no one be fooled by what appears to be 
the use of a pro-Jewish stereotype — the same 
‘admiration’ can be found in, for example, 
Spearhead which declared a few years ago that 
“we have a great respect for Jewry’. And didn’t 
Hitler in Mein Kampf declare the Jews to be the 
“mightiest counterpart’’ of the Aryans? Of 
course, the anti-semitism of the fascists is 
embedded in the notion of a bizarre world 
Jewish conspiracy to destroy all other races. 


‘Racialism’ of the Jews 


However, Mr Alexander’s thoughts do not seem 
wandering in a totally dissimilar direction and he 
talks of ‘‘the Jews, who have an exceptionally 
powerful hold on the formation of opinion” (or 
brainwashing, perhaps?). He then goes on to say 
that the Jews ‘‘are foolishly ambiguous’’ about 
race (having just asserted that Jewish _in- 
telligence is a racial characteristic): ‘It would 
really help if they would stop attacking ‘racialism’ 
when they are, in practice, among the most 
determined of all racialists’’. Apparently the 
‘racialism’ of the Jews, according to Mr Alex- 
ander, ‘‘has made them what they are and kept 
them together, one of the most remarkable 
stories of survival and success the world have 
ever known’’. 

Of course, Adolf Hitler would have nodded in 
assent, for Mein Kampf plainly states that ‘‘the 
Jewish people’s instinct for self-preservation is 
not smaller but larger than that of other people’’. 
Accustomed as one is to reading the ideas of 
Hitler in the fascist publications, it is a shock to 
come across the same ideas in a mass-circulation 
newspaper. There is little doubt that Alexander’s 
article will be greeted with glee in fascist circles 
and that their magazines will reprint it again and 
again. But what is horrifying is that opinions, 
which should by rights be restricted only to such 
magazines, now can present themselves as 
respectable attitudes, and sadly the Daily Mail, 
which once cheered for Oswald Mosley, has 
shown that it has learnt little from history. 


Norwegian nazi 
attends NF AGM 


THE National Front Annual General 
Meeting was this year more than usually 
unmemorable, attracting less than 300 of 
the faithful. Perhaps the most remarkable 
aspect was their choice of venue: the 
meeting was held in Cecil Sharp House, the 
centre of the English Folk, Dance and Song 
Society. The Front made the booking under 
the name of British Heritage, so it was not 
until after they had gone that their true 
identity was discovered. 

As a result, Cecil Sharp House now has a 
definite policy not to let rooms to racist organisa- 
tions, and to be more suspicious in future. But 
this was not the first time that nationalist groups 
have tried to use their facilities, hoping to attract 
some of those genuinely interested in folk culture 
to their particular brand. In January this year the 
English Dance and Song magazine carried an 
advert for Folk and Race, described as a journal 
that would interest ‘‘folk minded readers with its 
features on Folk Culture, amongst other varied 
articles’. The address to write off to was BCM 
Thule, the postal address of Viking Youth, the 
British section of the international neo-nazi Vik- 
ing Jugend. Paul Jarvis, who runs Viking Youth, 
is a long-standing member of the National Front. 

Fascists have also made their own bids to 
resuscitate Anglo Saxon or Nordic ‘culture’ in 
their eagerness to bolster their White Power 
mythology. Last year they invented two ‘in- 
stitutes’ — one for Western and one for National 
Studies. The journal Heritage and Destiny was 
one result of the former, mainly concerned with 
describing racially acceptable hobbies. The In- 
stitute of National Studies, part of the Wessex 
Study Group, produced some tatty duplicated 
pages called National Consciousness, which car- 
ried articles on the social and political impor- 
tance of Folk, Morris Dancing and What hap- 
pens in a folk club. 

Another feature of this year’s AGM worth 
noting was the presence of Norwegian nazi Eric 
Blucher, who has also been hosted by the League 
of St George on his latest visit to England (see 
page 3). 


ARSON MAN 
JAILED 


A MAN has been jailed for three years by Leeds 
Crown Court for attempting to set fire to a 
synagogue. In court Mr Ashraf Khan, pro- 
secuting, said that it was a politically motivated 
act and that Phillip Hartley had told the police he 
had done it because, ‘‘I am sick of people like 
Ken Livingstone, Jews, do-gooders and liberal- 
minded people who don’t care about the riots 
which have taken place recently as long as it 
doesn’t happen in their area’’. 

Harley, aged 26, from Dewsbury, Yorkshire, 
pleaded guilty at the New Vilna synagogue, 
Leeds, with intent to damage property, and guil- 
ty to possessing petrol and matches intended to 
damage or destroy the synagogue. 

Harley had previous convictions for threaten- 
ing behaviour, criminal damage and affray. 








Correction 

In June we ran a piece saying that Poul Riis- 
Knudsen, the Danish nazi, had replaced 
Matt Koehl as ‘world Fiihrer’ of the World 
Union of National Socialists. This was incor- 
rect. In fact he has been appointed Euro- 
pean leader of WUNS. 
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INJUSTICE IN 


CARF was previously an independent paper which grew c 


racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced 


ation of London's anti- 


ollective) since amber 1979 has had a 


monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 


discussed. 


THE COURTS 


IN THE wake of the ‘riots’ the 


police have come under a lot of 


criticism, specifically in their attitude to black youth. Lord Scar- 


man’s imminent report seems 


likely to support much of this 


criticism and might even recommend some form of democratic 
control over police operational decisions. The government needs 
to deflect public opinion from this and bring it round in favour of its 
heavy policing policy. With the help of the Attorney-General and 
the courts, it is trying to achieve this with two show trials — that of 
the Bradford 12 and the case of the Thornton Heath murder — 
where it hopes the emphasis will be not on white racism but black 


violence. 


The Bradford 12 case started with 
the discovery by police of a number of 
milk bottles filled with petrol on waste 
ground in Bradford on 11 July, at a 
time when the town was full of 
rumours of an imminent skinhead at- 
tack on the Asian community. Out of 
this came charges of conspiracy to 
damage property and endanger life, 
conspiracy to cause injury and, added 
at the last moment by the Attorney- 
General himself, conspiracy to cause 
explosions. The charges carry a max- 
imum penalty of life imprisonment, 
and are made against 12 Asian youths, 
aged 17 to 25, mostly members of the 
United Black Youth League. 

The League, which over a year ago 
was complaining of police surveillance 
of its meetings, has campaigned 
against the alarming number of racial 
attacks in the area, and the reluctance 
of the West Yorkshire police to take 
these seriously. It also took up Anwar 
Ditta’s case against deportation. 

While whites charged with petrol- 
bombing black premises in Bradford were 
released on bail with little difficulty, most 
of the Bradford 12 remained in prison from 
the beginning of August until 22 October, 
when their case was committed to the 
Crown Court. They were then allowed bail, 
but with huge sureties and subject to a con- 
dition that they do not attend political 
meetings or demonstrations — a condition 
reminiscent of a South African banning 
order, and one clearly intended to hinder 
the growth of a strong defence campaign. 
In another move learned from the Southall 
trials of 1979 and aimed at depriving the 
defendants of the support of their com- 
munity, the authorities have decided to 
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hold the trial at Leeds, rather than in Brad- 
ford. 

On the same day as the Bradford 12 got 
bail, and the papers were reporting the ver- 
dict of unlawful killing in Winston Rose’s 
case, a judge was sitting privately in Lon- 
don hearing why the Attorney-General 
wanted to break the rules and stop the com- 
mittal proceedings in the Thornton Heath 
case, to send it up to the Old Bailey im- 
mediately. Fifteen black youths had been 
charged, some with murder, some with riot 
or affray, following the death of Terry May 
on 1 June. 


Show trial 


At the time, the death was given huge 
headlines in the press and bloodstain-by- 
bloodstain accounts on TV: ‘‘Terry just 
happened to be a white boy in the wrong 
place at the wrong time’’ (see August 
CARF). One of the Attorney-General’s 
reasons for wanting to go over the head of 
the magistrates court was his ‘‘concern at 
the racial lines of some of the defence ques- 
tioning’’. The stage is thus set for the trial 
of the ‘vicious black youths who killed an 
innocent white boy’. Any defence which at- 
tempts to show the vicious racist attacks 
and the activities of the National Front and 
the British Movement in the area will be rul- 
ed out of order. 

The Attorney-General’s decision to step 
in on the May case was taken at the same 
time as a similar decision in Barry Prosser’s 
case. But there are many differences. The 
Barry Prosser decision was only taken after 
the magistrates had refused to send the case 
for trial; the May decision was taken before 
the magistrates had had time to make up 
their minds, indeed while evidence was still 
being given. In the Prosser case defence 
lawyers were given a chance to argue their 
side before the judge made the order; in the 





May case defence lawyers were not invited 
to the hearing, although they had specifical- 
ly asked to be told if any such move was 
afoot and had been given a specific promise 
by the lawyer representing the Attorney- 
General that they would be warned. 

Although the hearing was in secret, it was 
reported, and so slurs were cast on the 
(mostly black) defence lawyers without 
them being able to reply. Charges of ‘time- 
wasting’ and improper questioning were 
aired in papers which any potential juror 
could see; some defence lawyers have been 
reported to their professional body for 
misconduct, but they don’t know who or 
what for. 

So in one fell swoop the Attorney- 
General succeeded in bringing the case for- 
ward by some months, discrediting the 
defence lawyers and the defence, and put- 
ting the case squarely back in the public eye 
so as to create a groundswell of prejudice 
before the trial begins. He has also deprived 
the defendants of their right to challenge 
the case and apply for it to be dismissed for 
want of evidence — a right of every defen- 
dant on committal in the magistrates’ 
courts. 

By this sleight of hand it is now likely that 
we shall be treated to both these show trials 
either simultaneously or within a very short 
time of each other. The real reasons of the 
Attorney-General in hurrying up the May 
case then become clear. A double show trial 
resulting in the conviction and heavy 
sentencing of two groups (representing 
Asian and West Indian youth) on grave 
charges (murder, riot, conspiracy to cause 
explosions) would be an extremely useful 
weapon with which to deflect criticism of 
the police and provide the justification for 
further repression. To achieve this end, 
justice must be stifled as well as blinded. 
Defence campaigns, political lawyers, 
distracting examinations into the breadth 
and depth of white racism — all these must 
be — are being — steamrollered in the 
government’s desire to win these cases. 
They lost the Islington 18; the Mangrove 
(more than once), the Bristol riot case. 
More recently, they have been losing impor- 
tant ‘riot’ cases in the present series — in- 
cluding that of Carlton Connikie, whose ar- 
rest outside the S&M car hire office in Brix- 
ton on 11 April sparked the riot. These 
cases are important to the government — 
and it is vital that the anti-racist movement 
doesn’t let them get away with it. 


ae) od ONG 


TREATMENT?’ FOR 
RIOT CASES 





For months now the cases arising out of the 
‘riots’ of April and July have been trickling 
through the courts. We have been concern- 
ed by the way people accused of ‘riot’ of- 
fences have been put in a special category 


by magistrates. Often the cases have all 
been dealt with en masse at the end of the 
court sitting. Magistrates were refusing bail 
on the grounds that ‘serious disorders’ 
could break out at any moment, even when 
dealing with people who had never come in 
contact with the police before. All accused 
were treated as if they were guilty. Those 
. who did get bail were subjected to stringent 
curfew conditions. At least one white anti- 
racist was refused bail because of his 
politics. In Leeds a deportation order was 
served on someone charged with encourag- 
ing others to riot, on the grounds that his 
presence was not conducive to the public 
good, although there was no evidence that 
he had done anything at all, and in the end 
the charge was withdrawn and he was 
simply bound over to keep the peace. 


Police Deception 


The evidence on which magistrates — and 
juries — are asked to convict so-called 
‘rioters’ is sometimes laughable — except 
for the accused. One defendant in Brixton, 
charged with obstructing the driver of a 
police van, was said to have stood directly 
in the way of the van as it was pulling away, 
and to have climbed up the bonnet, over the 
top of the van and cartwheeled off the back. 
He not unreasonably said that the van drove 
into him and could not get out of the way in 
time. In spite of this he was convicted. 

A standard line in the police version of 


events is ‘So-and-so was at the front of a 
crowd throwing (bricks, petrol bombs etc.). 
| saw him throw a (whatever) with his right 
hand. | ran towards him and he ran off. | 
followed him for (200 yards, 400 yards . . .) 
never taking my eyes off him.’ This routine 
is becoming very familiar by now. But one 
officer, PC Webb of Ealing police station, 
came unstuck in the middle in the case of 
Manjit Singh Sehmi, charged with throwing 
a petrol bomb in Southall on 10 July. After 
he had given his routine evidence, the 
defence presented him with a statement he 
had made in another case involving another 
defendant. The time was the same, the 
place was the same, and the details of the 
chase were the same. This meant that either 
Webb was chasing two people at the same 
time, both going in different directions, or 
that he was lying. The Judge in this case, 
heard at the Old Bailey at the end of Oc- 
tober, stopped the case and warned Webb 
against saying anything more. He then 
referred the case to the Director of Public 
Prosecutions for possible perjury pro- 
ceedings, and wrote to Commissioner of 
Police for the Metropolis David MacNee to 
express his grave concern that this vital 
evidence had had to be obtained by the ef- 
forts of the defence, when it should have 
been made available by the prosecutor. 
Sehmi suffered a fractured skull during 
his arrest. He was in hospital for three days. 
Two hours after representatives of his 
relatives had been told by the hospital that 
he was too ill to be moved he was at the 


police station undergoing interrogation. If 
convicted he would have faced several years 
imprisonment. 

The case of Carlton Connikie is no less im- 
portant, since it was his arrest which spark- 
ed the ‘riot’ of 11 April in Brixton. Connikie 
was part of the crowd which witnessed two 
‘Swamp 81’ officers search a mini-cab driver 
and his van outside the S&M car hire. He 
was arrested for obstruction of a police of- 
ficer, the allegation being that he had in- 
terfered and then pushed one of the police. 
He said that the officer had stepped on his 
toe and he had pushed him off. His acquittal 
at the magistrates’ court is a vindication for 
those who felt the ‘riots’ were a direct 
response to police harassment and provoca- 
tion. 


Suicide bid 


Evidence from other cases unconnected 
with the ‘riots’ shows that police have a 
long way to go in the area of racial sensitivi- 
ty. In a large drugs case at Inner London 
Crown Court which resulted in the acquittal 
in four out of five defendants, SPG officers 
admitted using phrases such as ‘two 
spades’ and ‘coon woman’ in their log of 
surveillance. 

A macabre footnote: a black man from 
Cardiff who tried to kill himself by throwing 
himself on the tube line in London was 
charged with ‘obstructing a railway engine’ 
and ‘trespass on the railway’. 





WINSTON ROSE — 
UNLAWFUL 
KILLING 


THE result of the inquest into the death of 
West Indian Winston Rose was a surprise. 
The 10-person jury decided Winston was 
unlawfully killed at the hands of the police, 
despite vain attempts by coroner Dr Harold 
Price to guide them towards a verdict of ac- 
cidental death. 

Winston’s killing occurred the week after the 
‘riots’. The Yard press office had described 
Winston as ‘a violent giant’ and told reporters he 
was 6ft 6inches tall and weighed 18 stone — 
when in fact he was 6ft and 12 stone. They also 
said he had charged out of a garden shed in 
which he was hiding and attacked officers. But 
each of the 11 police at the inquest said the 
27-year-old electrician was trying to climb over a 
fence back into his own garden when they stop- 
ped him. 

Winston, who was being compulsorily com- 
mitted to Claybury Psychiatric Hospital, had 


hidden in the shed in a neighbour’s garden after 
he saw police coming to get him. An officer 
opened the door, saw Winston sitting in the cor- 
ner, and bolted it. Then Sergeant John Askew 
shouted: ‘Winston come out with your hands on 
your head’. The door opened and Winston, from 
Elm Road, Leytonstone, stood in front of about 
eight or nine police with a bible in his hand. 
Winston was said to have replied, ‘I’m alright 
man’, when asked how he was. 

Then, far from attacking the police, Winston 
attempted to climb back over a fence into his 
own garden. He was then alleged to have kicked 
and punched PC Stephen Morgan. This led to 
PC John Young picking up the nearest metal 
dustbin lid and charging at him with it ‘square on 
to the chest’. According to Young, Winston 
grabbed the dustbin lid and hit Askew over the 
head with it. Askew told the inquest he didn’t 
remember the incident till he was told about it 
later in the police station. Winston was then pull- 
ed to the ground and Young put a filterum hold, 
which causes maximum pain to the bridge of the 
nose, on the former amateur boxing champion. 
Then, as nine police held him down, he put 
Winston in a headlock for several minutes until, 
in Young’s language, his eyes were ‘bulging’ and 
he had been ‘pacified’. Indeed, as it was pointed 


out in court, Winston had probably already 
choked on his own vomit and died. 

Pathologist Professor Keith Simpson said a 
combination of the nose hold, headlock and 
pressure put on the dead man’s cheek by it being 
forced on to a hard surface may have caused the 
lack of oxygen which led to his death. When 
eventually police discovered, 10 minutes into 
their journey, that Winston might be dead, am- 
bulancemen couldn’t give him correct heart 
massage because officers had lost the keys to his 
handcuffs. 

The social worker and doctor who signed the 
forms to have Winston committed didn’t escape 
blame at the inquest. Neither saw the struggle in 
the garden or Winston being put in the van. The 
coroner dwelt as much on their failings in 16 
recommendations he made after his summing-up 
as on the police. 

The papers from the case have gone to the 
Director of Public Prosecutions, but unless a 
mass campaign is organised PC Young and his 
accomplice are unlikely to have to account for 
Winston’s death. The Winston Rose Action 
Committee can be contacted c/o 25 Church Hill, 
Walthamstow, London E17. 


Martin Howell 





NIGHT IN CELLS 


FOR INNOCENT 
ASIAN MAN 


AT MIDNIGHT on 10 October, Mr Ahad, a 
resident of Brick Lane, in East London, ran 
after some white customers who'd left his 
relative’s restaurant without paying their 
bill. Little did he think that he would be the 
one to spend the night in the police cells. 
Two WPCs whom he met on the chase 
helped him catch the customers, and they 
all went down to the police station, so that 
Mr Ahad could make a statement. Mr 


Ahad’s trouble began when he decided that 
it was not worth all the fuss of court pro- 
ceedings, and that he would not press the 
charges. At that point the WPCs turned on 
him, interrogated him and put him in the 
cells, with no explanation. His requests for 
food and water were turned down, although 
he hadn’t eaten for over 12 hours. At about 
4.30 in the morning he was taken to his 
house, where his belongings were ransack- 
ed and his passport and other documents 
confiscated, although they were all in order. 
They didn’t release him even then, but took 
him back to the cells, finally letting him go 
at about 5.30. They kept some of his papers, 
but gave him no receipt. 

Mr Ahad went to Tower Hamlets Com- 
munity Relations Council, who asked the 
police for an explanation. As far as the 


search of his house were concerned, said 
the officers, Mr Ahad had ‘invited them in’. 
As to the reason for all this — well, all would 
be revealed if Mr Ahad went to the station 
that afternoon. So he went there, at 4pm, 
only to be interrogated again for over four 
hours. He was told that he was suspected of 
working while claiming unemployment 
benefit, and that he should not have con- 
tacted the CRC. They also remarked how 
surprising it was that someone like him 
should ever have been given British citizen- 
ship. 

Mr Ahad still doesn’t have his papers 
back, and has to go back to the station after 
‘further enquiries’ have been made. Mean- 
while, Tower Hamlets CRC is pressing for 
an investigation into the way this innocent 
man was treated by the police. 
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In the aftermath of the Summer 
‘riots’, divisions have emerged 
within the Tory Cabinet over a 
whole range of government 
economic and social policies, 
not least those concerned with 
inner cities. It is now apparent 
that Environment Secretary 
Michael Heseltine found the 
situation in Liverpool during his 
post-‘riots’ ‘fact-finding’ visit 
sufficiently frightening to 
recommend some _ major 
changes in policy towards the 
inner cities. It was the rejection 
of his proposals by Mrs That- 
cher and her Treasury ministers 
(with Home Secretary William 
Whitelaw sitting silently on the 
sidelines) that precipitated 
Heseltine’s Tory Conference 
speech demanding greater 
resources for inner cities and 
dismissing the applicability of 
the monetarist dogma of ‘self- 
help’ in areas of such grave 
economic and social depriva- 
tion. 


BOTH THE Department of the En- 
vironment and the Commission for 
Racial Equality have been active in re- 
cent months promoting American 
ideas of black ‘community enterprise’, 
especially among West Indians. While 
such schemes are unlikely to provide 
any general benefit to the black com- 
munity, they may be seen by govern- 
ment as a means of promoting a West 
Indian entrepreneurial class, to join 
with the already existing Asian 
businessmen, as a source of support 
for measures to suppress more dissi- 
dent elements in the black community. 
In this context it may be noted that it 
was more the fear that the increased 
level of racist attacks on Asians would 
produce united resistance from the 
community, even among its more con- 
servative elements, rather than any 
sudden new awareness of fascism, 
which led the government to set up its 
special inquiry in this area earlier this 
year. 


The attack on local democracy 
The Tories inherited from the previous 
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Labour Government a much enhanced Ur- 
ban Programme, including seven Inner City 
Partnerships with special spending pro- 
grammes, planned and administered jointly 
by central and local government, and cover- 
ing vast tracts of Britain’s larger, older ur- 
ban areas, often with a high concentration 
of black residents. For example, the Birm- 
ingham Partnership area contains two- 
thirds of the City’s one million population, 
with a special ‘core’ area including no less 
than 278,000 residents. 

Of course, the Tories’ continuation of 
Partnerships needs to be viewed in the light 
of the devastating effects on inner cities of 
general public spending cuts resulting from 
their monetarist economic policies. In Bir- 
mingham, for instance, the level of general 
central government funding for housing has 
been cut from a planned £86 million in 
1979/80 to £60 million in 1980/81 and £46 
million this year, while the special alloca- 
tions to the Birmingham Partnership have 
included only £3.6 million for housing in 
1980/81 and £2.8 million this year. 

Equally, the whole idea of ‘partnership’ 
is belied by the extraordinary new powers 
taken by the Tory Government under the 
Local Government, Land and Planning Act 
1980 to dictate to local authorities the 
nature of their capital spending program- 
mes and to impose financial penalties of 
those resisting cuts in services. Indeed, 
Heseltine’s new found concern for the inner 
cities did not stop him from announcing 
recently legislative plans for a further attack 
on local democracy by requiring local 
authorities to obtain referenda approval for 
supplementary rates. The 1980 Act also 
contained powers for the Environment 
Secretary to declare Urban Development 
Corporations, where responsibility for a 
whole range of activities such as housing, 
transport and land planning would be taken 
away from local authorities and handed to 
centrally-appointed boards. Two such 
UDCs have already been set up for London 
Docklands and Merseyside Docks. 

In line with the enterprise zone 
philosophy, Inner City Partnerships were 
issued with new guidelines in June this year 
stressing the importance of measures aimed 
at 


“the stimulation of economic activity 
... Schemes should be framed as to 
produce as great a visual impact as possi- 
ble: tangible physical improvement will 
help to attract private investment... . In 
short, the aim must be to seize im- 
aginative projects which will lift the 
sights of people living and investing, or 
wishing to invest, in the inner areas.’ ! 


It is easy to dismiss such statements and the 
policies they represent as mere window- 


dressing. Certainly, it is likely to be only 
very limited and mainly local capital that 
will be attracted by the new economic in- 


itiatives of Partnerships, just as the 
evidence already suggests that enterprise 
zones will serve largely to drain off existing 
businesses from surrounding areas. 


Financing social control 


One unstated implication of the new 
economic thrust to Partnerships is that a 
much smaller proportion of their funds will 
be available for the type of social support 
projects that have contributed in the past to 
the ability of inner city communities, both 
black and white, to resist government cuts. 
In fact, the new guidelines issued in June 
emphasise that projects receiving Partner- 
ship funds 


“must be seen to be politically neutral 

Projects which show a_ party 
political bias or would involve political 
propaganda will not therefore be ap- 
proved for grant aid.’’ 2 


While cutting back in this area, Partner- 
ships have been used to finance new ex- 
periments in social control. For instance, 
the Birmingham Partnership is currently 
funding the West Midlands Police to the 
tune of £50,000 a year (to be raised to 
£75,000 next year) for a ‘community polic- 
ing’ project in the Lozells (Handsworth) 
area of the City. Under this project the 
police have handed out small grants to a 
wide variety of community groups in the 
area and demanded in return the involve- 
ment of police personnel in the group’s ac- 
tivities. Moreover, where groups have 
refused to co-operate, they have allegedly 
been subject to special police harassment. 
In this way the police have attempted to 
penetrate the community on a much wider 
scale than ever before and to co-opt or 
isolate social and political activists 
operating at grassroots level. 


Community policing 


If, as a result of the ‘riots’ and continued 
government fears of widespread unrest, we 
are to see new initiatives in terms of inner 
cities policy, they are likely to be along the 
lines already evident. Thus, it is probable 
that central government will seek to impose 
even greater direct control over inner city 
spending, especially as many of the larger 
urban authorities are now in the hands of 
radicalised Labour councils. 

At the same time, the Lozells community 
policing experiment, which is known to 
have attracted the favourable attention of 
Lord Scarman during his inquiry into the 
riots and may therefore feature among his 
recommendations, may provide a signifi- 


cant pointer to the future. An expanded 
programme of community policing would 
give central government, and in particular 
the Home Office, which has been much 
criticised recently for its largely negative 
role, a social outlet in the community that is 
neither subject to the vagaries of local party 
politics nor in danger of being drawn into 
too active support of the community in 
their wider political struggles. For the police 
such a programme would represent a means 
of combining their increased repressive 
powers with measures of social interven- 
tion, while at the same time deflecting 
demands for greater local democratic con- 
trol of the police through local authorities. 

In short, community policing offers a 
unique combination of the coercive and 
consensual functions of the state at the 
local level, and as such it may prove highly 
attractive to government as a response to 
the mounting crisis of the inner cities. 


Footnotes 


1. Unpublished Ministerial Guidelines for Inner 
City Partnerships issued by the Department 
of the Environment, June 1981. 

2. Ibid. 
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HOUSING 


Waltham Forest 


Waltham Forest Housing Committee has taken 
its first steps towards cracking down on racial 
harassment on its housing estates. The commit- 
tee heard racists on some estates are making 
black tenants live in ‘siege conditions’ and stair- 
ways and corridors are often covered with 
swastikas and slogans. The committee has ap- 
proved a seven-point plan which includes the 
recognition of racial harassment as a reason for a 
transfer request and the compilation of records 
of racist activity. Tory councillors, however, 
were less positive in their approach. Councillor 
Tony Jovic asked: ‘‘Are we to introduce a law to 
say we must all love someone? How can Asian 
ladies be embarrassed by racist graffiti if they 
can’t understand what they read?’’ (Waltham 
Forest Guardian 16.10.81.) 


Enfield 


A booklet compiled by London Race and Hous- 
ing Forum to give councils ideas on how to tackle 
racial harassment on housing estates was dismiss- 
ed as irrelevant to Enfield by the borough’s 
Housing Director Frances Cook. Ms Cook said 
that only nine per cent of Enfield’s tenants were 
black and the general approach of the council 
had always been to largely disregard the racial 
issue as a matter for special attention in housing. 
(Weekly Herald 15.10.81.) 


SEND THEM BACK 


Harvey Proctor 


Essex MP Harvey Proctor, addressing a Monday 
Club meeting at the Tory Conference in 
Blackpool, called for a halt to immigration 
which he claimed had increased since 1973. He 
asked for a reassurance from ministers to the in- 
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This poster was printed over 10 years ago by the Walthamstow branch of the NF. Yet 
despite the fact that local fascists have been active in the area for years, local CID officers 
claim they have no files on them. Meanwhile, there has been another firebomb attack on an 
Asian house in Walthamstow (see page 5) very similar to the one which killed a woman and 





her three children in the summer. This time the family escaped. 





digenous population that in the words of the 
Prime Minister, they would not be swamped. He 
also called for the stepping up of resettlement for 
those who wanted to leave and the scrapping of 
race relations legislation. He received the loudest 
applause when he urged the dismantling of the 
CRE. (Chelmsford Evening Herald 16.10.81.) 


John Stokes 


Conservative MP for Halesowen and Stour- 
bridge, John Stokes, is refusing to intervene with 
the Home Office on behalf of some immigrant 
constituents, telling them that immigration 
should be halted or that they should return 
home. Mr Stokes claimed his views were shared 
by the vast majority of his constituents and he 
said: ‘‘I am not against immigrants. I am a great 
admirer of the Indian Army.’’ (Observer 
25.10.81.) 


Harrow councillor 


Harrow Council’s Conservative group claimed 
the remarks made by Cllr Ron Bradshaw at a 
Social Services Committee meeting were 
misconstrued and have been taken by some peo- 
ple to mean that ‘Asians should go home’. The 
group claims that he was reacting to what he saw 
as an attempt to secure support for a project 


because of the race of the applicants. (Harrow 
Observer 16.10.81.) 


MOSS SIDE 


Police kicked community worker 


A youth leader at the Hideaway Club in Moss 
side told a court that police in riot gear launched 
an unprovoked attack on him on the night when 
rioting broke out in the district. Hartley Hanley 
denied a charge of conduct likely to cause a 
breach of the peace. He claimed that he was hit 
by a truncheon and kicked by police officers as 
he fell to the ground. (Guardian 21.10.81.) 


Riots report ‘a whitewash’ 


Moss Side Defence Committee have claimed that 
the Hytner report into the July riots had evaded 
the main issues. The committee announced it 
would set up its own commission to investigate 
the disturbances. It claims the report had confin- 
ed itself to exonerating the police and endorsing 
the activities of the Chief Constable of Greater 
Manchester Mr James Anderton. (Guardian 
14.10.81.) 


Continued on next page 
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IN this column each month CARF will 
reproduce racist reportage and 
remarks by public figures. We need 
your contributions and hope you will 
help CARF get this section going. The 
racism could be crude, subtle or 
unintentional, but we hope through 
this section to make writers and 
readers more aware of how racial mat- 
ters are dealt with. Send to CARF c/o 
Searchlight. 


THE SILENT 


MAJORITY 





New Standard 6.10.81. 


“Ig it pure coincidence, or is the new zoning of 
London’s Underground having unexpected side 
effects? A colleague tells me that for the first 
time in 16 years of using the tube station he was 
propositioned at Oxford Circus at 8.30 yesterday 
evening — by a very attractive coloured girl who 
wanted to take him back to Brixton. Declining 
(reluctantly) he did some market research, and 
discovered that a number of dusky ladies were 
plying their trade on various platforms for the 
first time. Under Ken Livingstone’s new rules Ox- 
ford Circus and Brixton are in the same zone.” 


‘The white tribes of Britain’ — Guardian 
2.10.81. 


“ 


. . racial discrimination is still as insidious and 
intractable as ever. The BL case was brought to 
light as the result of the brave persistence of a 
white worker, Mr Henry James, who complained 
that a young black man had been refused a job 
as a direct result of racial prejudice. A pamphlet 
recently published by the CRE indicates that, 
regardless of the law, black people face for- 
midable and increasing difficulty in getting jobs 
. .. Racism is deeply rooted in British life, and 
no one has ever suggested that getting rid of it 
would be easy . . . why are black people so un- 
willing to fight for their rights?” 


Neil Marten, Minister for Overseas Develop- 
ment Agency interviewed on the Food Pro- 
gramme, Radio 4, 11.10.81. 


“ 


. If we go giving too much food to a 
developing country they are apt to sit back and 
say, ‘Well that’s fine, that’s enough food, we 
won't bother to re-organise our own food pro- 
duction.’ ... if the price of food in some 
developing countries was at a slightly higher 
level the farmers would be encouraged to pro- 
duce more food but if you keep the prices of 
food to the farmer down, they won't bother to 
produce it... 

But in countries that have perennial 
famine do prices really matter? 

. countries .. . have got the sun and the 
water... have got the labour, but what they 
want is the energy to produce it. . . Self-help is 
certainly a virtue, and charity, | won't say is cor- 
rupting, but it relaxes people and they should not 
be relaxed on this vital question which is in their 
own interest.” 


Deputy Assistant Commissioner Walker, 
Metropolitan Police 


“One has got to consider the feelings of the 
ethnic groups, but one has also got to consider 
the ordinary citizens of Brixton. . . (howls from 
public gallery)... Perhaps | should have said 
the ordinary people have as much right as the 
criminals.” (Giving evidence to the Scarman In- 
quiry on the Brixton riots.) 
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Defence Committee bulletin 


A statement aimed at Trade Unionists urges the 
organised opposition from the Trade Union 
Movement to ‘‘limit the growing and uncontroll- 
ed power of the police’. The statement calls for 
support for pickets, demonstrations and fund- 
raising events organised by the defence commit- 
tee. 

Moss Side Defence Committee, c/o Moss Side 
People’s Centre, St Mary’s Street, Moss Side, 
Manchester M15 5WA. 061-226 7015. 


BRITISH NATIONALITY BILL 


Despite considerable opposition and criticism 
outside parliament the British Nationality Bill 
was passed by parliament in the last days of the 
parliamentary session and became law on 30 Oc- 
tober. It is expected to come into force in 
January 1983 or possibly in late 1982. 


POLICE 


Railton Road — police ‘justified’ 


Home Secretary William Whitelaw has ex- 
onerated police for their raid on houses in 
Railton Road, Brixton in July during which per- 
sonal items such as guitars, televisions and bed- 
ding were completely destroyed. Mr William 
Whitelaw stressed that ‘‘co-operation was a two- 
way process’’ and he would do everything to en- 
sure that police worked with the local com- 
munities. However, he added: ‘‘It requires a 
measure of co-operation from those with whom 
they are seeking to work. That co-operation is 
not always forthcoming although it should be.”’ 
(The Times 30.10.81.) 


Community links urged 


In contrast to the above story Mr Whitelaw made 
it clear to the Metropolitan Police that their 
primary task was to build better, far stronger 
links with the capital’s black population. His 
speech was seen as the start of a softening-up 
process in advance of the harsh criticisms likely 
to be directed at the police in the Scarman report. 
‘If the vast majority of that community is not at 
one with the police, something has gone wrong’’. 
Mr Whitelaw, however, also praised the ‘‘calm 
and professional way the police had handled the 
riots’. (Yorkshire Post 22.10.81.) 


Racial slur by ex-police chief 


Former chief constable of Bootle, Mr Harold 
Legg, has been accused of writing racist pro- 
paganda and worsening community relations in 
Liverpool. In a letter to the police journal 
Merseybeat he accused black immigrants of 
creating inner city ghettoes and said Liverpool’s 
blacks have a history of crime. Chairman of 
Merseyside CRC, Mr Wally Brown, said ‘‘One 
fails to understand the mentality of the police 
that it would print this racist rubbish at such a 
difficult time. As for the writer, one wonders 
how an individual with such a narrow view of 


society ever became a chief constable.’’ (Guar- 
dian 6.10.81.) 


Harassment in Merseyside 


An inquiry was ordered into allegations of police 
harassment during the Toxteth riots in the sum- 
mer. It followed the publication of an interim 
report by an 18-member working party of county 
councillors who for three months have been in- 
terviewing community groups in Liverpool. 
Among the claims that will be looked into are 
those of heavy-handed policing and discrimina- 
tion against black youths. (Guardian 21.10.81.) 


PRISONS 


Ethnic origins to be monitored 


Home Office officials are planning to collect 
detailed statistics about the ethnic origins of peo- 
ple in prisons, borstals and detention centres in 
what they say is an attempt to prevent the 
development of serious racial problems. The 
Home Office is anxious that the proportion of 
people from ethnic minorities, in particular black 
people, should not exceed about 30 per cent in 
any institution. A Home Office study on black 
people in the young offender system is to be 
published at the end of this year. (Guardian 
9.10.81.) 
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KKK ‘plotters’ 
acquitted 


A FEDERAL jury in New Orleans has 
acquitted two men accused of being the 
paymasters behind an abortive 
KKK/nazi invasion of the Caribbean 
island of Dominica last April. 

James White, of Longview, Texas, and 
Lodrich Matthews, of Florence, Mississip- 
pi, were said by the prosecution to have put 
up $58,000 to finance an attempt to oust the 
Dominican government and restore to 
power ex-Prime Minister Patrick John. 
Michael Perdue, the leader of the group of 
Klansmen and nazis who were to have car- 
ried out the coup, told police investigators 
that the two men had put up the money in 
return for promises of a share in tourism 
and gambling concessions which he planned 
to establish on the island. Perdue also nam- 
ed two other men as financiers — J.W. 
Kirkpatrick, a Memphis lawyer who com- 
mitted suicide soon after he was linked to 
the plot, and Martin Weiche, of Ontario, 
Canada. Weiche’s case is currently being in- 
vestigated by Canadian police officials. 

The attempted coup was foiled when 
police arrested 10 men as they loaded 
weapons on to a boat near New Orleans. 
Nine have already received gaol sentences 
for their involvement (see Searchlight 75). 


